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NDI NEW MEXICO

THE DANCE BARNS 
1140 Alto Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Phone 505.983.7646 

THE HILAND THEATER 
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Albuquerque, NM 87108 
Phone 505.872.1800 
www.ndi-nm.org 
 
Visit us on Facebook,  
Instagram, and YouTube 
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to today’s performance! We are delighted that you are here to share in the joy 
of our dancers and their accomplishments! These young performers have prepared all 
year to be ready for their moment in the spotlight. NDI New Mexico’s talented artistic 
staff, unique teaching techniques, and Core Four philosophy - Work Hard, Do Your Best, 
Never Give Up, and Be Healthy - have helped them be ready.

NDI New Mexico is a special community because of the people who are involved. We 
are proud to partner with public school teachers and administrators, local governments, 
donors, families, and the broader community to bring NDI New Mexico programs to  
7,800 children statewide. As we continue to build our programs to pre-pandemic levels, 
we thank everyone who supports our work. We could not and cannot do it without you!

As we prepare for our 30th anniversary next year, NDI New Mexico is undertaking 
a strategic planning process that includes input from our constituents. We hope to 
understand community need and pair it with our commitment to diversity and inclusion 
to create a long range strategy that builds on the foundation of work we have done 
for nearly three decades. Simultaneously, we will complete a multi-year endowment 
campaign to help support the organization’s ongoing ability to serve the next  
generation of New Mexico youth. We are very excited about it and invite you to join  
us on the journey!

Thank you, again, for being in-person with us today! We hope that you see the impact  
of NDI New Mexico’s programs on the faces of the children on stage! And now, on with 
the show!

Yours in teaching children excellence, 

Paul Cassidy   Russell Baker
Board Chair   Executive Director
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NDI New Mexico is founded with 

the knowledge that the arts have 

a unique power to engage and 

motivate children. The purpose 

of our distinctive programs is to 

help children develop discipline, a 

standard of excellence, and a belief 

in themselves that will carry over 

into all aspects of their lives.

ou
r m

ission
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Thousands of New Mexico’s youth participate in NDI 
New Mexico’s fun and enriching programs each year. 
Their experience with the organization ranges from high-energy, 
weekly classes conducted in public elementary schools, to  
pre-professional advanced training programs held after school and 
on weekends at The Dance Barns in Santa Fe and The Hiland Theater  
in Albuquerque.  

DANCING  
Is Only the Beginning
Students share how they’ve grown through NDI New Mexico
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Today we are in 32 communities across the state and partner with 
90 individual schools, representing an ever evolving and expanding 
community of children, supported by families, educators, the staff, 
and donors.  And while the big-picture view of the NDI New Mexico 
experience is impressive, what’s equally interesting and meaningful 
is students’ individual experience – how they progress, the personal 
discoveries they make, how they find motivation, and the lessons 
they carry forward as they grow and mature. We asked a few 
students to tell us what their involvement in NDI New Mexico  
means to them. Here are their stories ...

DANCING  
Is Only the Beginning
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resilient
RONAN JUDGE
Age 14, 8th grader at Jefferson Middle School in Albuquerque

10



I had just started at 
a new school in 4th 
grade and had never 
heard of NDI New 
Mexico or the in-school 
program. I just knew it 
was required. I’ll admit 
I was a little skeptical 
at first, but once I tried 
it, I thought it was fun. 
I was invited to try out 
for SWAT and initially I 
didn’t want to do that 
either. Finally, on the 
day of the tryouts, I 
thought to myself, “Just 
give it a try and see 
what it’s like.” So, I did, 
and I was accepted!  
One of the first big lessons for me was 
the intensity of dancing. Most of the 
activities I had been doing, such as 
classes in school, were in one-hour 
increments. Dancing with SWAT and 
Celebration Team was much higher 

“Right now, I am rehearsing 
almost every day and it is 
absolutely the high point of my day.”

intensity -- two or three hours at a time. 
Dance classes are also high intensity. 
There were times I was somewhat neutral 
about dancing, but then there was a point 
where I turned the corner, and now I just 
love it. I’m so glad I stuck with it. 

Right now, I’m rehearsing almost every 
day and it is absolutely the high point of 
my day. I just feel like I’m in the zone and 
can succeed at whatever I’m trying to 
accomplish. I also love seeing an entire 
performance piece fall into place. I love to 
see everyone working together and being 
able to perform our parts onstage.

NDI New Mexico has given me so much. 
It’s like the clear part of the lake instead 
of the muddy waters.

11



I started with NDI New Mexico as a 
fourth grader in the in-school program. 
I really enjoyed it, especially the 
performance we gave at the end of the 
year. Now I truly love dancing with NDI 
New Mexico. I took lessons for two years, 
and now I’m on the Celebration Team.

My favorite forms of dance are jazz and 
contemporary, although I also like tap dancing 
as well. It’s really fun to tap dance in heels. Jazz 
and contemporary dance are very different 
from each other, but I love them both. Jazz 
dance gives you a real sense of freedom when 
you’re moving across the floor. Contemporary 
dance is much more precise, which makes it a 
very pretty form of dance. You need to be very 
specific about where you’re placing your arms 
and feet, and how you’re moving, but if you can 
do that it looks so organized and beautiful.

In addition to dancing with NDI New Mexico, 
I play basketball on my school team. Dancing 
has absolutely helped me with basketball –  
I have a lot more endurance. I also participate 
in Natural Helpers through my school. Twice 
each week we work with special needs 
students and help teach them new skills, read 
with them, and just play with them. It’s taught 
me a lot about helping other people and to 
contribute to the community. 

I’ve also learned through NDI New Mexico  
that we’re all smart, even if we’re smart in 
different ways. If someone asked me what  
NDI New Mexico was like, I would say it’s like 
a big family. You can just be who you are. You 
make lots of friends. You can also work on 
improving yourself while having a lot of fun at 
the same time. 

acceptance

MONSERRAT RANGEL 
Age 13, 7th grader at El Camino Real Academy in Santa Fe 



acceptance
“I’ve also learned through 

NDI New Mexico  
that we’re all smart,  
even if we’re smart in 

different ways.”
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second family

i ’ve been dancing with NDI New 
Mexico for almost three years. My first 
experience was the in-school program 
in 4th grade. At first, I wasn’t sure what 
to expect. Dancing in the Montezuma 
Middle School gym was different than 
anything I had experienced, but it grew 
on me. I realized I loved dancing, and 
particularly dancing with everyone else. 
 I was invited to join SWAT, then 
advanced to the Celebration Team, as 
well as The Hiland Company dancers. 

I spend a lot of time with NDI New 
Mexico – two afternoons each week and 
all day on Saturday. My favorite classes 
are hip-hop and jazz. I also love ballet. It 
was difficult at first, but once I spent

 more time learning ballet, I really 
began to enjoy it. It requires a lot of 
concentration, just like other dance 
forms. Ballet has also turned out to be 
my secret weapon for playing sports like 
soccer, since it has really helped with my 
core and leg strength, as well as  
my balance.  

NDI New Mexico has been a huge part 
of my life since I was a little kid. It’s like 
a second home for me and my family. 
I certainly intend to continue with 
The Hiland Company dancers and the 
Celebration Team in high school.

“Ballet has also 
turned out to 
be my secret 
weapon for 
playing sports ...”

14



second family

MATEO MADRID 
LARRANAGA  
Age 12, 6th grader at  
Jefferson Middle School in Albuquerque
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MIKAYLA ROYBAL 
Age 15, 9th grader at Los Lunas High School  in Albuquerque

focus
“Reading a book for a school assignment 

is not that different from learning 
new dance movements: You need to 

concentrate and stay on task. ”

16
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I began dancing with 
NDI New Mexico in fourth 
grade. I wouldn’t say I 
was a great dancer, but 
the instructors made it 
so fun and helped me 
understand that you need 
to work toward those 
higher levels. I take classes twice 
each week, and then have rehearsals for 
Celebration Team and The Hiland Company 
every Saturday. I’m learning hip-hop, musical 
theater, jazz and ballet. Every dance form 
is different and challenges you in different 
ways, though I love them all. Hip-hop is 
probably my favorite, and ballet is definitely 
the most challenging. Hip-hop allows you 
more freedom, though it also requires a lot 
of physical strength. Ballet also allows you to 
express yourself, but requires a great deal 
 of precision. 

I’ve learned that all forms of dance require 
commitment and patience – that’s how you 
improve. NDI New Mexico has definitely 
helped me improve my work ethic and taught 
me to be more consistent and focused. All of 
this has helped me in school. Reading a book 
for a school assignment is not that different 
from learning new dance movements: You 
need to concentrate and stay on task. 

Dancing has also made me a much less shy 
person. I’ve made so many great friends 
through NDI New Mexico – it’s really gotten 
me out of my shell! I love being onstage and 
seeing all of us come together to perform. It 
really gets your adrenaline pumping. 

I would encourage anyone to try NDI New 
Mexico. I would tell them how incredibly fun 
it is: You make friends, get great exercise, and 
learn important life lessons. It improves your 
life in so many ways. I know that if I’m ever 
having a bad day, it all changes for the better 
the minute I step into the dance studio.

17



JADA HAYE-PORTER
Age 16, 10th grader at Manaul School in Albuquerque

creator
18
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I started dancing 
with NDI New 
Mexico through the 
in-school program 
when I was nine 
years old. Though I 
had opportunities 
to dance elsewhere, 
I’ve been with NDI 
New Mexico for seven 
years now.
I began by taking ballet and jazz classes, 
and then was given the opportunity to 
audition for The Hiland Company team. 
My favorite dance style is jazz. I also like 
hip-hop since it feels so freeing. I love 
ballet as well because it requires such 
discipline.

I’m dancing with NDI New Mexico at 
least 12 hours each week. So, I’m either 
dancing, going to school or doing 
homework. I’ve found that there’s a 
strong connection between NDI New 
Mexico and school. Dancing has helped 
me with time management and helped 
me develop a stronger work ethic. It’s 
also helped me develop skills I can take 
with me wherever I go and whatever I 
decide to do with my life in the future. 

I know what it means to be disciplined, 
and the importance of routine and 
constant hard work.

It’s the sense of community that keeps 
me with NDI New Mexico. Everyone here 
is like family. It’s a loving community 
where everyone is rooting for one 
another. If I met someone who was 
considering dancing with NDI New 
Mexico, I would tell them to try it, 
because no matter what you do with 
your life, dance can teach you important 
lessons. It’s great for your health, teaches 
you to work as a team with others, and 
is a great way to express yourself. I think 
everyone can be a creator and add 
something to the world. One important 
way to do that is through dance.

“I think everyone can 
be a creator and add 
something to the world.”

19



My first experience with 
NDI New Mexico was in 
the third grade during 
the in-school program. 
After the year-end performance, I was 
invited to join the SWAT team. I wasn’t 
quite sure what it was at first, but when 
I was told how big it was, I got really 
excited. I then moved to the Advanced 
SWAT team and now I’m on the 
Celebration Team as well as the Dance 
Barns Junior Company.
 
Dance takes up most of my time. This year 
I’m at The Dance Barns three days each 
week, when rehearsing for Spring into 
Motion, I was there every day. I take tap,  
ballet, and jazz. I’ve progressed in ballet, 

but there’s a lot of room for improvement. 
In my opinion, ballet is the one of the 
many foundations of dance. It’s super 
hard and it can be physically painful but 
I’ve stuck with ballet. Ballet has brought 
me a lot of opportunities. I am very 
grateful for all it has done for me over the 
years, both physically and mentally.
 
Dance and school take up most of 
my time, but I also create a lot of art 
whenever I can. I’ve been drawing ever 
since I can remember. I’ve always had a 
really strong connection to art. I really 
love it, and it’s stuck with me, just like 
dance. I usually bring a sketch book to 
The Dance Barns, and I’ll draw whenever 
there’s down time. I always have a marker 
and a pen in my pocket. My goal is to 
keep doing my art and to have more 
people see it. I won the contest to have 
my drawing on this year’s official NDI 
New Mexico t-shirt. I entered the previous 
contest but wasn’t chosen. This year, I 
made sure I won!
 
Dancing with NDI New Mexico has helped 
me understand more about myself. For 
example, I had no idea I liked to dance, 
and now I’m doing it every day and I just 
love it. The NDI New Mexico community 
has also given me a lot of confidence, and 
then the confidence spreads elsewhere 
in my life. It’s the combination of dance 
and the people that makes the whole 
experience worthwhile.

“The NDI New Mexico community has given me 
a lot of confidence, and then the confidence 
spreads elsewhere in my life. ”

20
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grateful

21

AIDEN GARCIA
Age 13, 7th grader at Pojoaque Valley Middle School
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Among the many 
important foundational 
elements to NDI New 
Mexico – ideals, beliefs 
and aspirations that 
remain the hallmarks of 
the organization since it 
was established nearly 
30 years ago – among 
the most unique is the 
commitment to live 
musical accompaniment.  
 
Even at the first dance class he taught at 
Acequia Madre Elementary School in Santa 
Fe back in the early 1990s, NDI New Mexico 
founder Jacques d’Amboise insisted that the 
musical accompaniment be performed by 
professional musicians. This belief that live 
music brings critical structure, emotion and 
artistry to rehearsals as well as performances 

endures today, and is the reason that whether 
a student is participating in a residency 
program in Hobbs, or dancing in the gym in 
Pojoaque as part of the in-school program, or 
performing onstage at The Dance Barns in front 
of hundreds of friends and family members, 
they will be guided by a team of professional 
musicians.

Creating the beat behind NDI New Mexico 
is a demanding yet fulfilling job performed 
by more than a dozen staff musicians and 
composers, as well as another dozen contract 
musicians who accompany live performances. 
All have exceptional credentials and a 
commitment to helping New Mexico youth 
express themselves artistically and learn 
important life skills through the arts. 
Among them is Michael Maricle, NDI New 
Mexico’s Outreach Music Director who 
currently oversees much of the organization’s 
music operations. Maricle has been with NDI 
New Mexico for nearly five years. Classically 
trained, he studied music composition at 
University of California, Santa Barbara. He 
then toured professionally for a decade on the 
west coast before becoming a dance musician 
in Seattle at the University of Washington 
Department of Dance, Pacific Northwest Ballet, 
and Cornish College of the Arts. 

The BEAT behind NDI New Mexico

Live
Music!



“The thing that struck me about NDI New 
Mexico was how happy everyone was, 
and how the staff had such a positive 
attitude,” he said. “I performed for a few 
classes and then was offered a position. 
My initial thought was, “This is so cool!”

For Maricle as well as the rest of the NDI 
New Mexico music staff, the job is as 
eclectic as the music they compose and 
perform. Part of the job is administrative to 
be sure: “Every class and every rehearsal 
is staffed by a musician, and their music 
needs to be coordinated with what the 
instructor is teaching that day,” he said. 
“And as big shows, such as the annual Gala, 
Winter Dances and Spring into Motion are 
developed, we hire and rehearse entire 
bands to accompany the performances. 
 It’s a lot of music, people, and instruments  
to manage!”

But true to the ethos that stretches back to 
 NDI New Mexico’s founders, Maricle said 
that live music elevates everything about 
learning and performing.

“Dance is about humans working with other 
humans. Those of us who are musicians are 
a big component of the students’ learning 
experience because our music informs the 
dancers’ movements. I can literally 
play a piece of a song and the 
dancers know exactly what 
part of the dance it 
relates to.”

Melanie Monsour, a pianist for NDI New 
Mexico nearly since its inception, agreed. 

“It’s about teamwork between the 
instructor and musician and the 
students,” she said. “You’re the other 
adult in the room, providing exactly what 
the instructor needs to help the students 
learn and improve.” 

Monsour, who has a degree in music 
composition and has performed all over the 
world as a pianist and singer-songwriter, 
also believes that acoustic instruments 
– as opposed to pre-recorded music or 
electronic instruments – brings something 
uniquely beneficial to the students’ dance 
experience. “There’s just something about 
an acoustic instrument that touches 
people emotionally, and is more 
captivating, than electronics,” 
she said. “Many students 
find piano to be not only 
helpful to their learning 
process but also 
very moving.”



Maricle likens the musicians’ role to 
“creating a score for each class” that 
supports the instructors’ goals for the 
class and enables students to stop, start or 
repeat movements in a seamless fashion. 

Live music is also a secret weapon for 
keeping students engaged. “If the kids get 
restless or tired, we can get them back on 
track by playing songs they really love,” 
he said. “In the beginning of every school 
year we ask them what they’re listening to 
and that becomes part of our repertoire.” 
Earworms such as Baby Shark Dance and 
the theme song from the cult horror movie 
Halloween are current favorites among NDI 
New Mexico students, Maricle said.

Accompanying classes and rehearsals is 
also a great workout, Monsour added. “We 
pound the heck out of that piano,” she said. 
“There are 30 kids dancing to that beat and 
they need to hear you!” 

Maricle said. “We’re kind of the rock stars of 
the class. They always know our names and 
they always talk to us. When you push a 
piano down the hallway of a school, or have 
a drummer do a solo in a dance class, the 
kids’ eyes get huge. They absolutely love 
it,” he said. “My hope is that when we go 
into a school, or accompany a dance class, 
it might inspire a student to find a keyboard 
or a piano and learn to play.”

“The music was my favorite part 
in NDI. I loved the sound of the 
piano and trumpet together.” 
NDI New Mexico Students

Monsour added that her hope is that 
interacting with musicians and dancing to 
live piano music gives students another 
route to achieving excellence. “It’s 
mathematical,” she said. “You need to stay 
on the beat and stay with the structure, and 
then practice. And if you can do that, you’ll 
have fun and continue to improve at the 
same time.”
 
Maricle said he also hopes that exposure 
to live music provides NDI New Mexico 
students with the same happiness and 
contentment that music brings to his 
own life. “Playing piano has always been 
my meditation,” he said. “It gives me joy, 
peace of mind and helps me get out of my 
own way. My hope is that by exposing NDI 
New Mexico students to musicians and 
live music, some of them might pick up an 
instrument and find a similar kind of joy by 
doing something they love.”

Among the most meaningful aspects  
of his job is knowing he and his fellow 
musicians are having a positive, lasting 
impact on children.
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Since 2005, NDI New Mexico has undertaken 
formal, rigorous independent evaluation 
of our programs. Not surprisingly, students 
show increases in dance and performance 
skills as well as arts appreciation.  More 
importantly, data analysis demonstrates 
significant improvements in our students’ 
self-discipline, confidence, tenacity, 
excellence, focus, setting and achieving 
goals, as well as teamwork, creative 
expression, and school leadership.  Best of 
all, students also indicated that NDI New 

Mexico programs 
increased 
their fitness 
and nutrition 
knowledge, 
willingness to 
try new things, 
and their 
commitment to 
hard work and 
excellence. 

Evaluation partners over the years have 
included RMC Research Corporation, 
UNM’s Center for Education Policy 
Research, and UNM’s Prevention Research 
Center. Moreover, in partnership with the 
independent research teams above and New 
Mexico’s Public Education Department, we 
found that students participating in NDI New 
Mexico’s in-school program and advanced 
teams such as the Super Wonderful 

Advanced Team (SWAT) and the Celebration 
Team, had higher grade point averages and 
higher standardized test score results in 
math, reading, writing and science than their 
non-participating peers.  

Public school teachers indicate they find 
students are more willing to collaborate 
with each other in the classroom, persevere 
to attain desired goals, and engage in 
school because of NDI New Mexico.  Public 
school principals believe that NDI New 
Mexico helps students develop social skills, 
supports the school’s culture, and improves 
the community’s perception of the school. 
NDI New Mexico’s most recent evaluation 
showed that our advanced students were 
less likely to be chronically absent from 
school and had lower odds of having 
disciplinary infractions at school. Once again, 
students were more likely to be proficient in 
standardized tests.  

And through anecdotal testimonial, parents 
share that students bring the messages of 
the Core Four – work hard, do your best, 
never give up, and be healthy ¬– home with 
them. They also appreciate that the NDI New 
Mexico programs set high expectations and 
“raise the bar” for what their children believe 
that can achieve.  

NDI New Mexico’s mission is to give children 
the tools they need to be successful in 

MEASURABLE RESULTS:  
NDI NEW MEXICO GETS AN A+

NDI New Mexico’s mission 
is to give children the tools 
they need to be successful in 
life and we are committed to 
conducting rigorous research 
to understand the impact our 
programs have on children.

Proven teaching techniques + supportive schools + dedicated instructors 
+ powerful performances = healthier students who are successful  

in school and feel prepared for life.
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In standardized assessments in writing, 
math, science, and reading, NDI New 
Mexico Advanced Training students 
outperformed their peers by 6%-17%.

MATH

40

34

17
%

C+
2.3 GPA

4.0

3.0

2.0

1.0

B+
3.3 GPA

NDI NEW MEXICO STUDENTS

COMPARISON STUDENTS

WRITING

47

42

12
%

SCIENCE

3634

6%

39
36

READING

8%

NDI New Mexico students receive up 
to one grade higher than other 

students in their district

G
PA

life and we are committed to conducting 
rigorous research to understand the impact 
our programs have on children. Equally 
importantly, we want to learn how to improve 
our programs so we can have an even greater 
positive impact on their performance in 
school, sense of well-being, and ability to 
achieve their goals in today’s world. 

Whether students choose to pursue dance 
and the performing arts, advance to academic 
study, start a family, or go into a career, 
they leave NDI New Mexico’s program 
inspired and well prepared for their futures.  
NDI New Mexico’s alumni are working as 
nurses and doctors, teachers, business 
owners, professional dancers, state and city 
employees, and many, many other things. We 
are proud of each and every one of them and 
believe they can overcome life’s obstacles to 
achieve their dreams.

NDI New Mexico Advanced Training students 
had 10 or fewer absences during an academic 
year compared to 15-20 absences by peers.
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WHO WE SERVE

NDI New Mexico Students 
Qualifying for the Federal Free or 

Reduced Cost Meal Program

24%
Don’t Qualify

 76%
Do Qualify

NDI New Mexico believes that every 
child has the capacity to learn how to be 
excellent by working hard, doing their best, 
never giving up, and being healthy. Our 
work is guided by our belief in children, 
as well as our commitment to social 
responsibility, excellence, sustainability 
and financial integrity. 

 

Our In-School programs focus directly on 
schools and children in the greatest need: 
76% qualify for Federal Free or Reduced 
Cost Meal Program; 67% are Hispanic, 
17% Anglo, 11% Native American/
Alaskan Native, 5% Multiracial, Asian/
Pacific Islander, African American. We are 
committed to equity, diversity, inclusion, 
and accessibility.

This year we will serve more than 7,800 children, partnering 
with 292 public school teachers in 90 schools, in  

32 communities around the state. In addition we will deliver 
200,000 hours of instruction time. 

Demographics of 
NDI New Mexico Outreach Students

17%
Anglo

 67%
Hispanic

5%
Multiracial, Asian, 

Pacific Islander/
African American

11%
Native American/

Alaskan Native

Demographics of  
NDI New Mexico  

Outreach Students

NDI New Mexico  
Students Qualifying for the Federal 
Free or Reduced Cost Meal Program

“I love that many of our students are able to have a 
positive opportunity that they wouldn’t have otherwise.” 

- Public School Principal 



Albuquerque  
21st Century Public Academy
Adobe Acres Elementary
Alameda Elementary
Alamosa Elementary
Bandelier Elementary
Chamiza Elementary 
Cochiti Elemtary
Comanche Elementary
East San Jose Elementary
EG Ross Elementary
Edward Gonzales Elementary
Emerson Elementary
Eugene Field Elementary
Highland High School 
Hodgin Elementary
Holy Ghost Catholic School  
Inez Science and Technology Magnet
Janet Kahn School of Integrated Arts Magnet
Kirtland Elementary
La Mesa Elementary
Longfellow Dual Language Magnet
Los Ranchos Elementary 
Mary Ann Binford Elementary
Montezuma Elementary
Mountain View Elementary
Osuna Elementary
Puesta del Sol Elementary
Reginald Chavez Elementary
Rio Grande Academy of Fine Arts Charter 
Sandia Base Elementary
Sandia Vista Elementary
Whittier Elementary
Zia Elementary 
Zia Family Focus Center 
 
Northern NM 
Alcalde Elementary
Chimayo Elementary
E.T. Salazar Elementary
James H. Rodriguez Elementary
Ohkay Owingeh Community School
Pablo Roybal Elementary
Tony E. Quintana Elementary
 
Santa Fe  
Acequia Madre Elementary
Aspen Community School
Atalaya Elementary
Carlos Gilbert Elementary
El Camino Real Academy
Gonzales Community Elementary
Nina Otero Elementary
Salazar Elementary
Sweeney Elementary

Residency 
ARTESIA 
Central Elementary
Hermosa Elementary
Roselawn Elementary
Yeso Elementary
Yucca Elementary
Grand Heights Early Childhood
CUBA 
Cuba Elementary
DULCE 
Dulce Elementary
GALLUP 
Red Rock Elemenatary
HATCH
Rio Grande Elementary  
HOBBS
College Lane Elementary
Booker T. Washington Elementary
Broadmoor Elementary
Coronado Elementary
Edison Elementary
Jefferson Elementary
Mills Elementary
Sanger Elementary
Southern Heights  Elementary
Stone Elementary
Taylor Elementary
Will Rogers  Elementary
LAS VEGAS
Sierra Vista Elementary
LOS LUNAS 
Katherine Gallegos Elementary
LOVINGTON
Yarbro Elementary 
MAGDALENA
Magdalena Elementary
RATON 
Raton Intermediate School
ROSWELL
Pecos Elementary 
SILVER CITY/BAYARD/SANTA CLARA
Central Elementary
G.W. Stout Elementary
Guadalupe Montessori 
Harrison Schmitt Elementary
Jose Barrios Elementary
SOCORRO
Cottonwood Valley Charter
Midway Elementary
Parkview Elementary
San Antonio Elementary
TAOS/RANCHOS DE TAOS
Enos Garcia Elementary  
Ranchos de Taos Elementary
WAGON MOUND
Wagon Mound Elementary

OUR PARTNER SCHOOLS
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There’s hardly been a time 
when Maya Gorman hasn’t 
been dancing. The 22-year-
old became a member 
of the NDI New Mexico 
family at age four, when 
she joined the Tiny Tots 
program. Asked how she was 
introduced to the program, 
Gorman credited her father, 
Edmund Gorman, who 
has danced onstage with 
NDI New Mexico for years 
as part of parent-teacher 
performances.

Gorman moved from Tiny Tots to SWAT  
as a fourth grader, then advanced to Team 
Celebration as she entered high school.  
She excelled at all forms of dance, 
particularly tap. “There’s something about 
tap dancing that I really loved,” she said.  
“It’ just very freeing.”

Dancing with NDI New Mexico helped her 
grow and mature in many ways, Gorman 
said, particularly when it came to managing 
peer pressure, establishing friendships, and 
being comfortable in her own skin – not an 
easy thing for any young person. “NDI New 
Mexico was about happiness and people 
treating each other well,” she said. “There 

was no drama, people were 
kind, and there wasn’t the 
same kind of competition 
between people like you 
see in school. It taught me 
to not be afraid of just being 
myself.” Gorman said she 
attributes this welcoming 
atmosphere to the fact that 
everyone dancing for  
NDI New Mexico “chose to 
be there.” 

“Nothing felt forced,” she 
said. “We were there to 
dance, meet new people and 

make friends.” They were also there to work 
hard, she added. “NDI New Mexico taught 
me how to keep working hard and trying to 
do better,” she said. “Dancing can be hard 
on your body and hard on your schedule, 
but you learn how to push through that.”

This perseverance and discipline have 
served her well since she joined the U.S. 
Navy in 2021. Currently stationed in Norfolk, 
VA, Gorman is managing a demanding 
workload, preparing for a possible 
deployment, and evaluating the next steps 
in her Naval career. 

Meet Alumna
MAYA GORMAN 

“NDI New Mexico taught 
me how to keep working 

hard and trying to  
do better ...”
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“I’m very thankful I joined the 
military,” she said. “It’s helped 
me grow as a person.” She said the 
lessons she learned as an NDI New 
Mexico dancer have already helped 
her thrive in the military. 
 
“It’s a challenging job but I learned 
through NDI New Mexico to push 
through and keep going. I know how 
to brush it off and try again when 
I make mistakes.” And when work 
gets stressful, she practices a routine 
taught by all of NDI New Mexico’s 
instructors: She stops what she’s 
doing and takes a deep breath. “It 
sounds like a small thing but it’s so 
helpful,” she said. 

Gorman said she thinks all children in New 
Mexico can find the same joy and sense 
of self that she experienced at NDI New 
Mexico. “I would tell them it’s an amazing 
place where you’ll be welcomed and made 
to feel like you matter and that you’re 
appreciated.”

 In 2013, Maya performed in “Eureka!” 
as a part of the SWAT Team (above and 
below). Maya also danced with the 
Celebration Team in the 2015 Event, 
“Imagine the Possibilities, A Celebration 
of Reading” (bottom left). 
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NDI NEW                   MEXICO PROGRAMS
More than 7,800 students   

FUNDAMENTAL BELIEF
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NDI NEW                   MEXICO PROGRAMS
More than 7,800 students   

IN 32 COMMUNITIES PARTICIPATE

 in our award-winning programs

NDI New Mexico’s fundamental belief is that all 

children have the capacity to learn to work hard, 

never give up, do their best, and ultimately experience 

success. Whether children dance with us for one year, 

or come back year after year, we know their experience 

has a positive and lasting impact on the way they see 

themselves and move through the world. 

FUNDAMENTAL BELIEF
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Residency Program

Our traveling Residency team brings music and 

dance to underserved children in rural and urban 

communities in all corners of New Mexico. The 

Residency team lives in each community for one 

to three weeks, conducting daily In-School classes 

that culminate in exciting, interactive performances 

in gyms and theaters for their friends and families. 

Schools, dancers, and communities look forward to 

NDI New Mexico’s visits each year.  

  

NDI NEW MEXICO PROGRAMS

“This program helped  
me raise my child  
in beautiful ways.” 

- NDI New Mexico Parent

In-School Program 
 
NDI New Mexico In-School classes are taught at 

public elementary schools during the school day 

as part of the schools’ curriculum. These joyful and 

energetic classes are taught by highly trained NDI 

New Mexico instructors and professional pianists. 

In-School classes serve an entire grade level (3rd, 

4th, or 5th) and are fully inclusive of all children 

in a class, including those with special needs. 

Children in Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, Santa Fe, 

Pecos, Pojoaque, and the Española Valley receive 

15-30 weekly classes throughout the school year 

and finish their program with exciting culminating 

performances. All NDI New Mexico In-School 

classes are free of charge for children and  

their families. 



35

After-School
THE DANCE BARNS &  

THE HILAND THEATER

Children ages 3-18 come to The Dance Barns in 

Santa Fe and The Hiland Theater in Albuquerque 

each week to participate in high-quality 

dance and performance training in creative 

movement, ballet, modern dance, jazz, tap, 

hip-hop, and more. Classes range from 

beginner to pre-professional levels and are 

taught by inspiring instructors using their 

technical dance expertise along with the NDI 

New Mexico philosophy and teaching methods. 

These classes are open to all children in the 

community. Tuition for these programs is offered 

on a sliding scale, ensuring that every child has 

the opportunity for an enriching after school 

experience. Whether children are exploring 

their first experience in dance, taking classes 

for creative expression and exercise, or have 

their sights set on a career in the performing 

arts, our After School programs build a sense of 

achievement in a nurturing and noncompetitive 

atmosphere. 

“This program helped  
me raise my child  
in beautiful ways.” 

- NDI New Mexico Parent
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Teaching Excellence ® 
NDI New Mexico is committed to developing highly trained instructors to deliver our award-winning instruction to children across the state. Instructors are the backbone of our programs, and their expertise is vital to a child’s engagement and success. Our Teaching Excellence® workshop is a critical building block for training our instructors to develop the skills needed to conduct fast-paced, dynamic, and engaging classes. During the two-week intensive, participants work with children alongside our own master teachers and are immersed in hands-on training in NDI New Mexico’s highly engaging, fun, and athletic teaching methodology. 

  

 HIP to Be Fit ®

BE HEALTHY is one of our Core Four messages for how to be excellent in everything you do. We are committed to helping our students develop health and wellness. NDI New Mexico’s HIP to Be Fit® curriculum is embedded in all our programs and teaches the importance of exercising, making healthy lifestyle choices, and eating well to improve stamina, performance, and endurance. Our goal is to make a positive impact on New Mexico’s children and their families by helping them take care of their bodies, minds, and spirits.

“I learned to be proud  
 of what I accomplished.” 
- NDI New Mexico Student

WORK HARD, DO YOUR BEST, NEVER GIVE UP, BE HEALTHY! 
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“I learned to be proud  
 of what I accomplished.” 
- NDI New Mexico Student

“The best feeling is when you witness a group of students lock into being a team … understanding that working together to achieve their best depends on each one of them.  They begin to shine in a different way and you can see they feel good about themselves and are proud of their teammates! - Emily Garcia, Instructor & Associate Director of In-School Programs

WORK HARD, DO YOUR BEST, NEVER GIVE UP, BE HEALTHY! 



OUR GRADUATES

2023

Jasper

Damon

Eagle Ridge  

Middle School

Evelyn

Rodriguez  

Armenta

Taylor Middle  

School

Eva

Abrego

Wilson Middle  

School 

Jose

Gomez

The GREAT 

Academy 

Braden

Apodaca

South Valley 

Academy 

Marisa

Madrid  

Larranaga

Jefferson Middle 

School 

Your years of dedication to our Core Four values –  
WORK HARD, DO YOUR BEST, NEVER GIVE UP, and BE HEALTHY –  

have given you the tools you need to succeed in life. We are very proud of 
each of you, and know that you will carry the memories and friendships 

you have made through NDI New Mexico into your futures. 

Sydney  

Allen

Santa Fe School 

for the Arts and 

Sciences

Reese  

Gunter

Mandela  

International 

Magnet School

Maxwell  

Dupont

The Academy for 

Technology and 

the Classics

Adiah  

Gonzales

Santa Fe  

Preperatory 

School
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Aaliyah

Sandoval

Media Arts  

Collaborative

Nia

Lopez

Madison  

Middle 

School

Isael

Valencia

Washington  

Middle School 

  

Laila

Moya

South Valley  

Prep 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CELEBRATION TEAM GRADUATES  
from Albuquerque, and Santa Fe! From your first In-School program 

at your elementary school through your participation on the  
Super Wonderful Advanced Team (SWAT) and Celebration Team, 

you have shown commitment, tenacity, and teamwork as you 
endeavored to exemplify excellence.

Lily  

Lopez

Lincoln Middle 

School

Lily Romero

Gonzales 

Conmmunity 

School

Briana 

Ramirez

Capital High 

School

Julian  

Rivera

Gonzales  

Community 

School

 

Jade  

Alvarenga 

Velasquez

Santa Fe High 

School

Ronan 

Judge

ACES Technical 

Charter School
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We would like to congratulate 
all the students, teachers, and staff 

on their hard work! 
Everyone is proud of your efforts.

DIANE AND PETE DONIGER  
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We would like to congratulate 
all the students, teachers, and staff 

on their hard work! 
Everyone is proud of your efforts.

DIANE AND PETE DONIGER  

Isaiah Benavidez has 
packed more adventure, 
achievement, and 
introspection into his 34 
years than many people 
do in a lifetime. He’s a 
U.S. Air Force veteran, 
world traveler, proud 
father of a 14-year-old 
daughter, expert cook, 
established homeowner 
and exceptional break-
dancer. He also is, as he 
puts it, an “old-school” 
NDI New Mexico alumnus. 
He was a member of 
Team Celebration when 
the squad rehearsed and 
performed at the fondly 
remembered “old pink 
church” on Pacheco Street in Santa Fe. 
“And I graduated from NDI New Mexico the 
year The Dance Barns opened,” Benavidez 
added. “My handprints and footprints are in 
the cement outside the front door.”

Benavidez became a member of the  
NDI New Mexico family like so many other 
children across the state: by dancing in  
his elementary school as part of the  
In-School program. Instructors noticed the 
naturally talented boy nailing his moves 
in the Pojoaque Valley Elementary School 

gymnasium and suggested 
he try out for the more 
advanced Super Wonderful 
Advanced Team (SWAT). 
After just a year with SWAT, 
Benavidez joined Team 
Celebration, and then 
Company Xcel.  

“I was incredibly lucky that 
Catherine Oppenheimer,  

NDI New Mexico’s co-founder, 
was the one who asked me to 
audition,” he said, adding, “I 
owe so much to her.”

Benavidez, who grew up 
in Nambe Pueblo, said he 
always loved to dance, and 
particularly excelled at tap. 

“Dancing just came natural to me. It really 
was a passion,” he said. He added that 
dancing with NDI New Mexico offered 
friendship, structure, dedicated instructors, 
and an opportunity to improve his skills and 
focus his energy.

Benavidez joined the U.S. Air Force after 
graduating from high school, serving two 
tours of duty,  as well as serving his country 
in Germany, India, Thailand, Japan, and 
other far-flung locations. He pursued his 
other passion, cooking, both in the military 

Meet Alumni
ISAIAH BENAVIDEZ 

“... dancing with NDI 
New Mexico offered 
friendship, structure, 
dedicated instructors, 
and an opportunity to 
improve his skills and 

focus his energy.
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and after his discharge, moved to Colorado, 
became a father, and eventually moved 
back to the Santa Fe area, where he  
now works as manager of security at 
Tesuque Casino.

Throughout his exciting, challenging, and 
eclectic life, Benavidez said his experience 
with NDI New Mexico always provided 
guidance.  
 
“My father always says, growing old is 
inevitable but growing up is optional. 
NDI New Mexico enabled me to be 
the kid I wanted to be.

“It can be hard to be a boy who loves to 
dance because people can create a stigma 
around that,” he added. “But NDI New 
Mexico helped me push through that and 
not care what people thought. I danced 
and my parents and grandparents always 
supported me. I fell into it, then realized I 
loved it, and then put in the time and effort 
to be good at it.”

Benavidez, along with other alumni, 
recently participated in NDI New Mexico’s 
live performance of “Route 66: Legends of 
the Road” in Española. The performance 
featured 230 elementary school students 
from Española, Chimayo, Alcalde, and 
Ohkay Owingeh pueblo. Benavidez said 
rehearsing and then performing with 
current students as well as old friends was 
an emotional event. “Seeing everyone 
again brings back so many memories that I 
remember instantly.”

He said he made a point to tell current 
students that nearly 20 years after leaving 
NDI New Mexico he is still dancing, and that 
they can too. And for young people who 
might be curious about dancing and unsure 
they should try?

“I would tell those children to follow their 
hearts. And if your heart tells you to dance, 
then you should dance.”
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Alums xxxx performed in the 2023 North End of 
Year Show, Route 66!

These North Alumni dancers are a product of Española, Pojoaque and Santa Fe schools. From left to 
right: Jaden Romero, Ashley Lopez, Sean Martinez, Erin Wolf, Fernanda Rangel, Isaiah Benavidez,  
Camille Baca, Francesca Romero, and Jesse Martinez
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A gift to NDI New Mexico can be made in a number of different ways — as a 
bequest, as a memorial or tribute to another person, as an online donation, or as 
a contribution to the NDI New Mexico endowment. All charitable donations help 

children achieve success and are tax-deductible. 

DONATE ONLINE 
www.ndi-nm.org/donate 

JOIN A GIVING CIRCLE
Circle of Friends: $1-$999 

Founders’ Circle: $1,000-$4,999 
Circle of Distinction: $5,000-$9,999 

Circle of Excellence: $10,000-$99,999 
Pillars of Excellence: $100,000+

GIFTS OF SECURITIES 
Common stocks and mutual funds

PLANNED GIVING 
Bequests, Charitable Gift Annuities  

and Trusts, or IRA Rollovers

NDI NEW MEXICO  
ENDOWMENT 

Support NDI New Mexico’s financial  
security and initiatives  
for today and tomorrow

HONOR AND  
MEMORIAL GIFTS 
Make a tribute gift in honor  

of a joyous occasion or in  
memory of a loved one 

FOUNDATION AND  
CORPORATE PARTNERS 

Grants and sponsorship opportunities  
support programs and events

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS  
AND UNITED WAY 

Recommend or designate a gift to  
support NDI New Mexico programs

MATCHING GIFTS 
Many employers will match gifts or  

volunteer hours donated

MONTHLY GIVING 
Sustain NDI New Mexico programs  

with year-round impact

For more information or to make a donation, please contact  
Mary Gulledge, Director of Advancement, mgulledge@ndi-nm.org, 505.557.6044.

WAYS TO GIVE GIVING THE GIFT OF EXCELLENCE 
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GIVING THE GIFT OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Your generous investment in  
NDI New Mexico provides access to 
excellence for thousands of undeserved 
children and creates opportunities for  
youth in our state to build better futures.

To ensure program sustainability,  
we depend on and are grateful to our  
diverse funders.

17%
Advanced Training

Programs
(SWAT, Cel, Xcel)  23%

In-School 
Programs 

& Residencies

40%
Administration 
& Fundraising

18%
Dance Barns & 

Hiland After-School 
Programs

  1%
Teaching

Excellence

How our 
funds are  

used

 33%
Endowment,
Dividends,
 & Interest

 8%
Earned 
Income

  20%
Individuals

& Board

How we 
are funded  23%

Government

 13%
Foundations 

& Grants

  4%
Corporate

Every donation makes a difference  
that can last a lifetime for a child. 

“We decided to buy a star for 
the kids – the real Stars in all 
this; and, we decided to leave 
a lasting legacy in our wills 
by becoming Silver Sneakers 
Legacy Society members. 
We hope others reading this 
feel the same and consider 
supporting NDI New Mexico in 
this truly special way.”

Louise Campbell Tolbert &  

Dr. Steven Tolbert, Donors 
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“New Quote 
NDI New Mexico student

 

Helen Wertheim is a retired Albuquerque 
business owner who, after selling her 
business, now spends her time in service 
to her community. Helen has been 
attending NDI New Mexico’s annual galas 
for more than 20 years. Upon seeing 
the energy and enthusiasm in each 
child’s face during those performances, 
she decided to look deeper into the 
organization itself. 

“I became excited to understand how 
the mission and work of NDI New Mexico 
created such pride and enthusiasm. 
The personal stories and testimonials 
from those who were graduating but 
were so reluctant to leave moved me. I 
don’t know who could attend one of NDI 
New Mexico’s performances and not be 
moved,” she said.

Helen learned about the “Core Four” 
(Work Hard, Do Your Best, Never Give Up 
and Be Healthy). “As a business owner, 
I saw those values being instilled in our 
children as the values I would look for in 
potential employees. Also important to  
 

me as a donor is seeing how those values 
put to work in the classroom increased 
test scores by as much as 17% in math, 
reading, science, and writing.”  

 
”The model that NDI New Mexico 
created can fundamentally 
change a child’s life and help 
make our state the best it can be,” 
Helen said. 

Five years ago, Helen decided to include 
NDI in her estate plan in addition to 
her annual gift. “I watched and learned 
how NDI New Mexico’s mission has 
and continues to make substantial, 
meaningful positive changes for the 
children in New Mexico, many of whom 
are in greatest need. 

Including NDI New Mexico as part of 
my estate plan was a way that I could 
ensure the organization’s great work and 
impact will be sustainable long into the 
future,” she said. “I’ve had the privilege 
of volunteering on many boards in central 
New Mexico and Arizona over the years. 
I’ve seen first-hand what successful 
organizations have to have in order to 
succeed. NDI New Mexico has it. Passion 
for its work, discipline in strategy, 
oversight, and mission. The result is 
happy, healthy motivated children that 
are doing better in school and life.  
NDI gives New Mexico kids a real chance  
at success. It’s easy for me to support  
an organization that is making this 
possible and has a commitment to New 
Mexico’s future”

donor spotlight 
HELEN WERTHEIM
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SILVER SNEAKERS LEGACY SOCIETY

      Founding Member  
✛ Deceased

Ann N. Aceves
Charmay✛ Allred
Anonymous
Dr. James Baker
Nancy A. Baker
Russell Baker
Holly Barnet-Sanchez & David Foster
Beth Beloff & Marc Geller
Jean & John Berndt
Maria Arancio & Robert Berry
Marlene & John Bingaman
Nancy & Cliff Blaugrund
Julia B. Bowdich
Jennifer & Kevin Box
John Burnham
Louise Campbell-Tolber &  
  Dr. Steven Tolber
Connie & Paul Cassidy
Christine Castro
Dianne Chalmers Wiley & William Wiley
Elaine & Wayne Chew
Cynthia & Alan Coleman
Kenneth Conwell II
Mark Corey
Krys & Phil Custer
Michael D’Alfonso
Sally Davis & Richard Kozoll
Sande✛ Deitch
Cynthia Delgado & John Crant
Valerie T. Diker
Linda DiPaolo Love & Stephen Love
Diane R. Doniger
Peter Doniger
Susan Dubin

Sally & Edward Evans
Pamela Fischer & Richard Fogel
Diane Fisher
Cezanne “Zizi” Fritz
Carolina Girimonte
Gail & Jim Goodwin
Mary Gulledge
Valerie & Bud Hamilton
Hurley Hanley
John✛ C. Herklotz
Peggy & Tom Hubbard
Michael B. Jeffers
Medora & Jim Jennings
Barbara & Jerry Landgraf
Marietta Leis & David Vogel
Tom Linton
Mayo Miller King & Harold King
Beth✛ & Steve Moise
Barbara & Chuck Moore
Kate & Robert Moss
Leslie Nathanson Juris & Hervey Juris
Brenda & Thomas Nickoloff
Catherine Oppenheimer
Dolores✛ & Ambassador Frank✛ Ortiz
Carmen Paradis & Brian McGrath
Jan Paulk
Sonya Priestly & Art Gardenswartz
Mara✛ & Charles✛ Robinson
Julia Rose
Ann✛ Rutledge
Sandy & Bruce Seligman
Don Shina & Kevin Waidmann
Charles W.N. Thompson, Jr.
Katie & Andy Thompson

YOUR LEGACY. THEIR FUTURE.  
YOUR DANCING FOOTSTEPS LAST FOREVER.  

 
Thanks to the commitment and planning of our generous Silver Sneakers 
Legacy Society members today, children in New Mexico will continue to be 

inspired to work hard, do their best, never give up, and be healthy  
for many generations to come.

Garrett Thornburg
Susann & Paul ✛ Weaver
Eileen Wells
Helen Wertheim
Gretchen K. Williams
May & Charlie Wilson

THANK YOU  
SILVER SNEAKERS MEMBERS
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PILLARS OF 
EXCELLENCE, 
$100,000+ 
Anonymous Foundation
Hobbs Municipal Schools
New Mexico Department of Health
State of New Mexico -  
   Public Education Department
Thornburg Foundation

CIRCLE OF 
EXCELLENCE 
PLATINUM CIRCLE 
$50,000 - $99,999 
Anonymous
City of Albuquerque - Family &  
   Community Services
City of Santa Fe - Arts & Culture  
   Department
Delle Foundation
Valerie T. & Charles Diker
Diane & Peter Doniger
Elinor & Bill Fries
Catherine Oppenheimer
Thornburg Investment Management
Helen Wertheim

GOLDEN CIRCLE 
$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Jean & John Berndt
Buckaroo Ball Advisory Fund of the  
   New Mexico Children’s Foundation

Dianne Chalmers Wiley & William Wiley
Celia Lipton Farris & Victor W. Farris  
   Foundation Fund at the Santa Fe  
   Community Foundation
The Fasken Foundation
Paula & Steven Fasken
General Mills
Las Campanas Community Fund at the  
   Santa Fe Community Foundation
Millstream Fund
Eileen Wells

SILVER CIRCLE 
$10,000 - $24,999 
 
Anonymous
Albuquerque Community Foundation,  
   NDB and CEB Fund
Anchorum St. Vincent
Rebecca & Adelmo (Del) Archuleta
Avalon Trust Company
Bank of America Charitable  
   Foundation, Inc.
Bernalillo County
   Commissioner Barbara Baca, District 1
   Commissioner Steven Michael Quezada,     
      District 2
   Commissioner Adriann Barboa, District 3
   Commissioner Walt Benson, District 4
   Commissioner Eric C. Olivas, District 5
Julia B. Bowdich & John A. Carey
Burlington Northern Santa Fe  
   Foundation
Caldwell-Randolph Charitable Fund
City of Albuquerque
   Councilor Brook Bassan
   Councilor Pat Davis
   Councilor Renee Grout
   Councilor Trudy Jones
   Councilor Klarissa Pena

NDI New Mexico is grateful for every gift we receive! Contributions to our various 
funds - annual program and event support, and capital and endowment gifts — are 
recognized from the time period March 15, 2022 to March 14, 2023. Please know that 

every effort has been made to present a complete and accurate list of our supporters. 
We apologize for any errors or omissions and appreciate your corrections.

THANK YOU  
TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Connie & Paul Cassidy
Community Foundation of Southern  
   New Mexico
Nancy Dickenson
Linda DiPaolo Love & Stephen Love
Susan Dubin
Enterprise Bank & Trust
Fidelity Investments
Gale Family Fund at the Santa Fe  
   Community Foundation
Garcia Automotive Group
Beth Beloff & Marc Geller
Carolina Girimonte
Gary Goodman Donor Advised Fund,  
   Jewish Community Foundation of  
   New Mexico
Gail & Jim Goodwin
Leah Gordon
Peggy & Tom Hubbard
Innovate+Educate
Klinger Constructors, LLC
Barbara & Jerry Landgraf
Marietta Leis & David Vogel
Lineberry Foundation
The Linton Family Charitable Fund
Kate & Robert Moss
Ocean Munds-Dry & Randy Dry
Mystery Lady of Santa Fe
Leslie Nathanson Juris & Hervey Juris
National Endowment for the Arts
New Mexico Arts
ORIGAMIINTHEGARDEN 
Carmen Paradis & Brian McGrath
PNM Resources Foundation
Presbyterian Healthcare Services
Shannon Rainosek
Carol & Richard Rinehart
Rotary Club of Albuquerque del Sol
Sandia Foundation’s Hugh & Helen  
   Woodward Fund of the Albuquerque  
   Community Foundation
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Santa Fe County Community Services  
   Department
Lyn Schmidt
Sandy & Bruce Seligman
Kimberley & Scott Sheffield
Fred & Eve Simon Charitable Foundation
Jessica & Jonathan St. Cyr
Mindy Teolis
Melanie & Ed Thorne
United Way of North Central  
   New Mexico
United Way of Northern New Mexico
Linda Weil
Western Sky Community Care

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE 
$5,000 - $9,999
 
Anonymous
Ann Aceves, Aceves-London Family Fund
Albuquerque Community Foundation, 
Eye Associates Gerald and Alice Rubin  
   Memorial Foundation Fund
Cindy Aloi & Irwin Sugarman
Linda & Carl Alongi
Patricia & Alan Baer
Bank of Albuquerque
Barker Welfare Foundation
Suzanne Barker & James Baker
Holly Barnet-Sanchez & David Foster
Marlene & John Bingaman
Markeeta Brown
Sarah & Doug Brown
Joseph M. Bryan, Jr.
Louise Campbell-Tolber &  
   Dr. Steven Tolber
Century Bank
Century Sign Builders
CHRISTUS St. Vincent Medical Center
Carol & John Cochran
Jan & Tom Collett 
Peggy & J.R. Dotson
Diane Fisher
Caroll & Richard Follingstad
Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold
Deborah Fritz
Mark Gilman
Goodman Realty Group
Mary & Allen Gulledge
Valerie & Bud Hamilton
Jaymini & Aleem Hasham
The DuBose & Dorothy Heyward  
   Memorial Fund
Brenda Howard
Inn of the Governors
Irene Ritter Foundation

Kim & Barry Kulpa
David Lamb
Patty & Bill McGillicuddy
Dee Ann McIntyre
Mayo Miller King & Harold King
Steve Moise
Robin and Meade Martin
Nusenda Credit Union
Robert R. & Kay M. Onstead Foundation
Laurie Overton & Tom Linton
Sonya Priestly & Art Gardenswartz
Carol Prins & John Hart
Michael E. Reid & William E. Robnett
Santa Fe Community Foundation -  
   Pinon Award
Pamela Saunders-Albin
Meg Schooley & Ted Kreifels
Don Shina & Kevin Waidmann
Richard, Ann, John & James Solomon  
   Families Foundation 
Barbara & Mark Steinberg 
Carolyn Stettner & Jim✛  Pavitt
Katie & Andy Thompson
U.S. Bank Foundation
United Way of Southwest New Mexico
WaFd Bank
Linda Vanzi
Western Intergovernmental Child  
   Support Engagement Council
Mary Z. Zemon

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
AIC General Contractor
Russell Baker & Mark Corey
Lisa & David Barker
Barker Family Properties
Laurie Bauman Arnold &  
   Stephen Arnold
Anne & Jeff Bingaman
Marcie Brooks & John Delamater
Gail & Lee Bush
Leslie Carpenter
Karla & Bill Cates
Charles Stephen
Misty & Adam Ciepiela
City Different Investments
Cynthia & Alan Coleman
Stockton Colt
Bunny & Joe Colvin 
ConocoPhillips
Shane Cronenweth
Krys & Phil Custer
Lynn Derry & George Chelius
Dion’s Pizza

Duke City Commercial, LLC
Trish & Joe Farr
Kelcy & Cole Flanagan
Janet & Robert Ford
Sheila Fortune Foundation
Carla Freeman Grants Fund at the Santa Fe  
   Community Foundation
FRENCH Family of Companies
Get A Grip Resurfacing
Hancock Family Foundation
Hestia Fund
Homewise
John-Mark Horton
HUB International Insurance Services
Penelope Hunter-Stiebel & Gerald Stiebel
Inn on the Alameda
Jessica & David Kottcamp
Donna✛  Lefeve
Shirley MacLaine
Thao Marquez
Jesse Martinez
Nancy Ann Mellen Foundation
Modrall Sperling Law Firm
M’tucci’s Restaurants 
The Honorable Karen B. Molzen
Montgomery & Andrews Law Firm
Moss Adams, LLP
MTX Group, Inc.
NAI SunVista
Deb & Tom Novak
Karen Pace & Kenna Cantrell
Phase One Realty Inc.
Angela & Joel Piarowski
Ildy & Skip Poliner
Deborah & Earl Potter
REDW
Ann & Russell Rhoades
The Richdale Charitable Foundation
Charles Rimmer
Rio Grande Credit Union
Rheba Rutkowski
Liz & Luke Salganek
Kelly Sanchez
James R. Seitz Jr.
Mary Sloane & Andrew Wallerstein
Joyce & Ray Smith
Sotheby’s International Realty
Tomasita’s
U.S. Bank
WearAbouts
Deborah & Shane Woods
Zia Trust, Inc.
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$1,500 - $2,499
Anonymous
Abba Technologies, Inc.
Debra Ayers & Greg DePrince
Melissa & Patrick Barry
Marcia & Ted Berridge
Hima Bindu & Chad Smelser
Beezy & Steve Bing
Butt Thornton & Baehr PC
Chris Castro
Hilma & Jim Chynoweth
Kenneth Conwell II
Michael D’Alfonso
Phyllis Dalia
Del Norte LOV Foundation
Cynthia Delgado & John Crant
David Dix & Mark Nanney
Jennifer Dyess & William Greiner
Ardith Eicher & Dave Rashin
Pamela Fischer & Richard Fogel
Francisco Gella Dance Works
Karen Freeman
Jane & Norm Gagne
Donna & John Goodwin
Marcia Gordon
Guadalupe Credit Union
Camila Gutierrez-Writtenberry &  
   Brandon Writtenberry
Beverly & Dudley Hafner
Elizabeth Hamilton & Peter Fasano
Robin & Tom Hines
Julia Hosford Barnes & Will Barnes
Rosalyn Hurley
Karen Kahn & Carlton Caves
Nancy King
La Fonda on the Plaza
Barbara G. Lenssen & Keith Anderson
Rita Longino & Roy Soto
Los Alamos National Laboratory
Cathy & Sherman McCorkle
Stana & Daniel McKitrick
Joelle Mevi
Bill Miller
Judy & Howard Mock
Arlyn & Fred Nathan
New Mexico Mutual
NM Bank & Trust
Julia Peters & Seth Graves
Frauke Roth
Marilyn & Stan Stark
Luci Tapahonso & Robert Martin
Jabeen & Dr. Firoz Vagh
Ruth & Michael Wartell
Mary Wells & John McCabe
Sharon & Sheldon Wright
Anne & Vince Yegge
Judy Zanotti

$1,000 - $1,499 

Anonymous
Anonymous via Network for Good
Albuquerque Community Foundation,  
   Effective Families Fund
Jane Alexander
Elizabeth Heller Allen Fund at the  
   Santa Fe Community Foundation
Wilma Allen
Karen J. Armitage & John Curl
Sue Anne & Mike Athens
Janice Ballew & Bill Synnamon
JoAnn & Bob Balzer
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Larry Barker
Ellen & Paul Biderman
Jamai & David Blivin
Rosario & Paul Boling
James Botros & Jeremy Wirths
Patricia & Michael Boulton
Victoria & Roy Bridges Family Fund
Christina Price & Connor Browne
Judy & David Buck
Mary Byers & Joseph Whiteman
Elaine & Wayne Chew
Anne Chognard & James Ammerman
Jo & Jerry Church
Elaine Claire
Elaine & Bronson Darnell
Sally Davis & Richard Kozoll
Ken DeBettignies
Susan & Conrad DeJong Fund,  
   Santa Fe Community Foundation
Teresa & Michael Delgado
Lori & David Delgado
Nancy & Chris Deyo
Christine & Joe DiGregorio
Sandy & Sam Donaldson
Joanne Douglas
Molly & Michael Droge
Candy & Charles Easterling
Mindy & Roger Eiteljorg
Kelly Famiglietta
Tina & Georges Feghali
Susan Feil
Larry Fodor & John Rochester
Connie & Ambassador David  
   Girard-diCarlo
Scott Goodman
Mel & Thomas Gordon
Cheryl Fossum  Graham
Helen Grevey
Joanie Griffin & Rob Durham
Jennifer Hall
Sonia Herson
Hillcrest Bank
Shirley & Frank Hirsch

William Hoke
Judy & Sam Honegger
Patricia & Peter Ives
Judy Jones
Greta & Tom Keleher
Doe Kim
Chauna & Tyler King
Margarita & Thomas J. Kintz Fund 
Leean Kravitz
Mary Lebeck
Edward Lujan
Jeanne & Rod Martenis
Julie Martinez & Patrick Samora
Gwyn & Wilson Mason
Anne May
Christine & Drew McDermott
Patty & Jamie McGrath Morris
Lynn McKelvey & Glenn Dickter
Karin & Brian McMahon
Millie W. McMahon
Tracey & Timothy Meisenheimer
Joni Miller
Robert Milne & Ann DeHart
Elena Mitchel
Lillian Montoya
Barbara & Chuck Moore
Ann & Patrick Morrison
Lynn Mullins
Cindy Onore & Stash Karczewski
Ashley & James Ortiz
Meg Osman & Martin Levion
Elaine Papafrangos & Louis Trost
Antoinette Peloso
Dr. Penelope Penland
Gina Phillips
Wendy & George Powell
Donna & Steven Rabinowitz
Sandra P. & AF LT/Col(R) Clifford E.  
   Richardson, III
Karim & Bill Rochelle
David Rogers & Rosie Gonzalez
Marjorie & Steven Rogers
Linda Romine & Ric Gagliardi
Wendy & Ed Sabins
Ann Saiz-Trujillo & Tony Trujillo
Jessica Sanchez & Adriano Lujan
Maureen Sanders
Anna & Joe Santangelo
Angelica & Joe Schepps
Pam & Dan Seats
Molly & Fred Seibel
Raphael Shapiro & Angelina Vera
Maureen & Robert Shearer
Jamie Silva Steele & Ernie Steele
Robin Smith
Pat & Greg Spencer
Stevens, Thompson & Sweers Group
Myra Jean Stokes
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Congratulations to the  
Children of NDI New Mexico!  

You have worked hard, not given up, and done your best!  
Best wishes for your future success!

Dianne Chalmers Wiley & William Wiley

51



52

P.K. Strong
Sutin, Thayer & Browne Lawyers
Julia Sze
Mary & Richard Tarango
Thompson Machine the Tool &  
   Die Group, Inc.
John Trotter
John Underwood
Cynthia Valenzuela
Van Essen Family Foundation
Joan Vernick
Liz & Louis Volk
Joyce & Alan Weitzel
Sandy & Gary Wright
Nancy Zeckendorf

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 
$500 - $999
Anonymous
Albuquerque Involved
Matthew Allen & Robert Grilley
Cameron Anderson
Jennifer & Jonn Ashton
Vince Baca
Nicole Banks & Randy Johnson
Mary Behm
Maria & Bob Berry
Amy Bianco & John Whysner
Francesca & Tom Blueher
Kevin Bobolsky
Ira & Patty Bolnick
Megan & John Boudreau
Tooey & George Boyden
Karen & Robert Browne Family Fund
Victoria Bruneni
Carol Burt & Ray Hilliard
Kathy & Paul Bushnell
Ruth Castrodad & Angel Urbina
Aziza Chavez & Charles Olguin
Joan & Dr. Richard Chodosh
Elaine & Michael Clayman - Jewish  
   Federation of Greater Washington
Anne & Thomas Conner
Jill & Paul Cook
Peg & Dick Cronin
Susan Curtis
Frances D’Alessio & Jason Saslow
Dick Davis
Dekker/Perich/Sabatini
Laura Delambre
Don Dwyer
Ken & Laura Erickson
Joseph L. Fisher Fdn./Storper  
   Family Fdn.  
Sarah Fritz

Jessica & Luke Gabe
Stephen Gaber
Sarah Gartner
Stephanie & Shaun Gehres
Susan & Bill Gloyd
Debra Goldstein
Maria “Meb” Gordon
Anika Gusterman Amon & Mark 
   Hosenfeld
Aline Harris-Ellis & Terry Ellis
Fleetwood Giving Fund at the  
   Santa Fe Community Foundation 
Corinne & Michael Hodges
Kristin & Barry Hogge
Chelsea Hollander & Lorenzo 
   Domínguez
Nancy Hollander
Deborah & David Holloway
Gail & C.W. Hornsby
Jane Hruska
Robert Hume
Angie & Jim Johnston
Sarah & Rahim Kassam
Robin Kelly-Dreskin & Jeremy 
    Dreskin
Janine Kennedy & Don Manning
Debby Knotts
Linda Krull
Drew Lamprich
Dee McWilliams
Ben Mills
Maryann & Brent Moore
David Morris & Terry Sweeney
Jodi & Bob Morris
Murray Family Fund at Fidelity 
   Charitable
Winona & Ralph Nava
Agnes Noonan
Elizabeth Olton & Clinton Marrs
Linda Osborne
Myra & John Ottewell
Dolores & Alan Overton
Israel & Sylvia Perea
Teresa Pierce
Linda Prager & David Mueller
Sorakamol Annette Prapasiri
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Heather Robertson
Lisa Robinson-Spader
Amanda & David Roybal
Salesforce Foundation
The Santa Fe Law Group:  
   MacGillivray, Fullerton, Cameron,  
   Pumarejo, Honeycutt 
Paula Sass-Donnelly
Marian✛  Silver
Carolyn Silver
Margaret Silver Jones

Helene Singer-Merrin
Donna & Andy Spitler
Janet & Norman Sussman
Jeff Szabat
Senator Bill Tallman
Temple Lodge No. 6 Charity Fund
Greg Voida
Jon Wade
Christopher Webster
Deborah & Scott Wegeleben
Ann & Arthur Weinstein
White & Luff Financial
Ann Williams & Edward Woll
Maria & William Wolfe
Sophie & Edgar Wood
Sharon Woods & Robert Elliott
Dean Yannias

UP TO $499
Anonymous
2 Left Feet
John Aab & David Schell
Joel Aalberts
Lorin & David Abbey
Kahn-Abeles Foundation
Mary Ackerman & Jim Reents
Laura Acquaviva
María Ahumada
Judith & Bill Alger
Sam Allen
Amazon Smile Foundation
Mark Anderson
Shirley Anderson
Jane Angel & Dr. Michael Freund
Elizabeth & Aaron Archuleta
The Ark Bookstore
Bob Bacon
Christine Barker
Suzanne & Dr. Enrico Bartolucci
Clark Bason & Mark Esposito
Deborah Beck
William Black
Eileen Blau
Luz Blea
Kathryn Blok
Deborah Boldt
Catherine & Stayton Bonner
Representative Cynthia Borrego
Margarita & Michael Boule
Janis & Don Briggs
Valerie Brooker & Melvin Duncan
Laura Brunik
Karin & Tomas Butchart
Joyce Buteyn-Garrett &  
   Raymond-Garrett 
Carolyn Callaway
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Lauren & Michael Capitani
Elisa Cárdenas
Will Carter
Jessica Cassirer
Erin Cave
Karen & Greg Chalmers
Caroline Chamales
Nina Chavez
Olinda Chavez
Judith Chazin-Bennahum &  
   David Bennahum
Elizabeth & Sid Childress
April Cleveland
Judy Clifford
MaryEllen Collins
Sheila Conneen & David Johnson
Patricia Marcus Curtis & Bob Curtis
Christiane & Carlton Cuse
Megan Dailey
Magdalena Dale
Julie & Gifford Davis
Pam & Dan Davis
Nancy & Joseph Day
Lee DeCoster
Michele & David DeCroix
Bill Dobbeck & Christin Galloway
Andrea & Pete Eicker
Andrew Eiseman
Lisa Ellis & Chris Young
Margaret Elliston & Fred Harris
Dolores Espinosa de Ortega
Alyson Evans & Steve Kornacki 
Kim & Thomas Faulkner
Susan Feiner & Peter Whitman
Ella Fenoglio
Jane & Michael Flax
Lisa Franzen
Debra & Howard Friedman
Susan & Dan Friedman
Carole & James Garland
Johnnie Gillespie
Richard Goldberg
Elena Gonzales
Gubelmann Family Foundation, Inc.
Olivia Gutierrez
Guy’s Painting Co., Inc.
Nancy Haines
Mike Haley
Elisa Hamill
Dan & Deb Haughey 
Christy & Howie Herbert
Susie & C.T. Herman
Martin Herrera
Susan Hunter
Jim Jennings
Steven Johnson
Santiago Juarez
Judy & Ed Judkins
Nanette & Robert Jurgensen
Caren & Kenneth Kahn
Libby Keefer

Linda & John Keenan
Bonnie & Hank Kelly
Marianne & Michael Kelly
Elisa & Steven Kephart
Galina Kofchock-Harper & Adam Harper
Sarah Kotchian & Robert Nellums
Bob Kreger
Alice Ladas
Patrick Lambert
Alex Lavidge
Jean S. Lawton
Fran & Steve Lesher
Jennifer Levi
Carla & Roger Levien
Roberta Lichtenstein
Gloria Lieberman
Mia Logan
Elvira Lopez & Patrick Scott
Margaret & Barry Lyerly
AnneMarie Lynch
Heidi & Payton Mahoney
Melissa Mann
Amanda Marquez
Nancy & Dave Martin
Carolyn Martinez
Jeanette & Edward Martinez
Lindsay Mata
Jerry Matthews
Kathleen & John McCarthy
Maudie McCormick
Andy McEncroe
Senator Brenda McKenna
Banu McKinley
Ruth Meria & David Noble
Kathleen & Dr. Andrew Metzger
Carolyn Meyer & Toby Appel
Elizabeth Meyer
Elizabeth & Martin Miller
Mason Miller
Katie & Grant Moise
Sandie & Paul Mondragon
Laura & Andrew Montoya
Laurie & Steven Moodie
Victoria Mora
Shirley Morrison
Lora Morton
Robert Nachman
Adelynn Nee & Assad Rizvi
Davia Nelson
Nan Newton & Dave Grusin
Rebecca Okun
Jennifer & Brad Owen
Meredith Parks
Barbara Petersen
Pascal Pierme
Kristin & David Porter
Maria Rivera-Ramirez
Crennan Ray
Carol Redman & Tom O’Connor
Gale Reese
Loretta & Mick Reeves

Cynthia & Bill Reinhart
Patricia Rice
Kay Riley
Heather Roach
Shelley Roberts & Dewey Moore
Deborah & Andy Rogulich
Marvin Rohovec
Matthew Romero
Van Romero
Carolyn Ross
Aubree Russell
LeeAnna & Dave Sacoman
Olga Salguero & Anthony Luna 
Asma & Adris Samadi
Alicia Sanchez
Sheila Schlesinger
Jen & Justin Schroer
Melissa Seligman & Matt Cano
Virginia & Alexander Selvin
Diane Sena
Tara & George Seus
Claudia & Ron Short
Christy Sigmon
Gloria Silver
Janet Simon
Patricia & George Simon
Sabrina Slusser
Rozalyn & Justin Snyder
Santiago Solis
Melissa & Michael Stoller
Suzanne Stone
Sheriece & Larry Strickland
Nina & Faisal Sukhyani
Anita Sum
Susan & Larry Tackman
Jane Tanner
Mary & Peter Thomas
Cynthia Thompson
Patricia Tipton & Gwyn Eichholz
Sharon Tison
Barbara Townsend
Mardell & Anthony Trujillo
Penelope Vasquez
Arlene Vender
Beverly Vigil
Vivian & Christopher Vigil
Annie Vought
Diana & Tom Weber
Jeff Wechsler
Judy & Peter Weinreb
J.D. & Charles Wellborn
Liz West
Sarah Wheeler
Barbara & Scott Whitefield
Lorna & Bruce Wiggins
Karen Williams
Prof. Peter Winograd
Lisa & Tom Witt
Tasia Young & Robert Knox
Claire Zoeller & Richard Klein

✛ Deceased
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DONOR APPRECIATION! 
Thank you for your belief in us and for joining us in celebrating our children’s success! 

Your gift is a statement of support of children’s futures.
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THANK YOU  
TO OUR ENDOWMENT SUPPORTERS
Endowment funds are important to the sustainability of NDI New Mexico programming. These 

foundational gifts support the financial health of the organization and keep many programs 
going in perpetuity. We thank the following friends for their foresight and care:

Anonymous
Ann Aceves, Aceves-London Family Fund
Charmay✛ Allred
Russell Baker & Mark Corey
Beth Beloff & Marc Geller
Jean & John Berndt
Nancy & Cliff Blaugrund
Julia B. Bowdich & John A. Carey
Connie & Paul Cassidy
Celia Culver Rutt & Jim Rutt
Sande✛ Deitch
Angie & Larry Delgado
Linda DiPaolo Love & Stephen Love
Diane & Peter Doniger
Ettinger Foundation
Holly Barnet-Sanchez & David Foster
Gail & Jim Goodwin
Helen Grevey
John Guffey
John C.✛ Herklotz

Peggy & Tom Hubbard
Leean Kravitz
Barbara & Jerry Landgraf
Jesse Martinez
Mayo Miller King & Harold King
Don Moskowitz & Hannah Orden
Kate & Robert Moss
Ocean Munds-Dry & Randy Dry
Leslie Nathanson Juris & Hervey Juris
Franci Neely
Catherine Oppenheimer
ORIGAMIINTHEGARDEN 
Pamela Saunders-Albin
Angelica & Joe Schepps
Sandy & Bruce Seligman
Garrett Thornburg
Marietta Leis & David Vogel
Helen Wertheim, The Robert & Elizabeth Wertheim 
  Foundation Fund
Nancy Zeckendorf
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John Aab & David Schell 
Laurie Bauman Arnold & Stephen Arnold 
Janis & Don Briggs 
Caroline Chamales 
Joan & Richard Chodosh 
CHRISTUS St. Vincent Medical Center
City of Albuquerque - Family & Community Services
Delle Foundation
Dion’s Pizza - Peter Defries Corporation
Lisa Ellis & Chris Young 
Karen Freeman 
Garcia Automotive Group
Nancy Haines 
HUB International Insurance Services
Innovate+Educate
Leean Kravitz 
Marietta Leis & David Vogel 
Carla & Roger Levien 
Bill Miller  
 
 

Mayo Miller King & Harold King 
Laurie & Steven Moodie 
Lora Morton 
Kate & Robert Moss 
Brenda & Tom Nickoloff 
Presbyterian Healthcare Foundation
Marjorie & Steven Rogers 
Rheba Rutkowski & Linda Vanzi 
Sandy & Bruce Seligman 
Patricia & George Simon 
Mary Sloane & Andrew Wallerstein 
Starline Printing
Barbara & Mark Steinberg 
Susan & Larry Tackman 
Luci Tapahonso & Robert Martin 
U.S. Bank Foundation
Linda Weil 
Charles & JD Wellborn 
Nancy Zeckendorf 
Claire Zoeller & Richard Klein 

A.M. & Paul Abbot
Kathy✛ & Rick Abeles
Ann N. Aceves
Albuquerque Community Foundation
Hope Aldrich & Michael Jeffers
Charmay✛ Allred
Cindy Aloi & Irwin Sugarman
Linda & Carl Alongi
Jane Angel & Dr. Michael Freund
Anonymous
Anonymous Foundation
Peggy & David Ater
Avalon Trust Company
Sallie & Joseph Badal
Russell Baker & Mark Corey
JoAnn & Bob Balzer
Bank of Albuquerque
Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Suzanne Barker & James Baker
Lisa & David Barker
Barker Family Properties
Holly Barnet-Sanchez & David Foster
Carrie Beaver
Mary✛ & Len✛ Beavis
Beth Beloff & Marc Geller
Lisa & Gregg Bemis
Beth & Mark Berger
Jean & John Berndt
Marcia & Ted Berridge
Gay✛ & Stan Betzer

Hima Bindu & Chad Smelser
Beezy & Steve Bing
Nancy & Cliff Blaugrund
Lee Blaugrund
Francesca & Tom Blueher
Rod Boren
Julia B. Bowdich & John A. Carey
Box Studio, LLC
Jane Kantor Brickner
Broken Saddle Riding Company
Marcie Brooks & John Delamater
Sarah & Doug Brown
Kathy & Paul Bushnell
Tish Butler & Richard Carlson
Louise Campbell-Tolber &  
   Dr. Steven Tolber
Georgia Catasca
Century Bank
Dianne Chalmers Wiley & William Wiley
Kathy & David Chase
E. Lovering & Eugene Cheston
Elaine & Wayne Chew
Jo & Jerry Church
City of Santa Fe - Arts & Culture  
   Department
City of Santa Fe Children & Youth  
   Commission
Elaine Claire
Coca Cola Bottling Co. of Santa Fe, Inc.
Janis & Roy Coffee
Cynthia & Alan Coleman

Phil Cook
Carol & Dexter Coolidge
Michelle & Bill Coons
Kathy Costa
Kay & Michael Coughlin
Satch✛ & George✛ Cowan
William✛ Cowles
Shane Cronenweth
Peg & Dick Cronin
Krys & Phil Custer
Michael D’Alfonso
Kate & Andrew Davis
Sande✛ Deitch
Susan & Conrad DeJong
Angie & Larry Delgado
Cynthia Delgado & John Crant
Lori & David Delgado
Valerie T. & Charles Diker
Linda DiPaolo Love & Stephen Love
Diane & Peter Doniger
Clara & David Dougherty
Susan & Ron✛ Dubin
Carol K. Ducaj
Kay Duke-Ingalls & David✛ K. Ingalls
Alice & Greg Dunn
Candy & Charles Easterling
Mary Ann & Mel Eaves
Suzanne & Bill Ebel
Educational Foundation of America
Ardith Eicher & Dave Rashin
Carole Ely & Robert Wickham

This year we gratefully welcome our new 10 year donors:

THANK YOU  
10 YEAR DONORS
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Enterprise Bank & Trust
Barbara Ettinger & Sven Huseby
Paula & Steven Fasken
The Fasken Foundation
Susan Feil
Susan Feiner & Peter Whitman
Fidelity Investments
First National 1870
Pamela Fischer & Richard Fogel
Diane Fisher
Jane & Michael Flax
Alan Fleischauer & Thomas✛ Higley
Susan Foote & Stephen Feinberg
Sheila Fortune Foundation
Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold
Pat✛ & Roger Friedman
Elinor & Bill Fries
Maria & Frank Gallegos
Garfield Street Foundation
Gemini Rosemont
General Mills
David Gershenson
Mark Gilman
Carolina Girimonte
Susan & Bill Gloyd
Joyce & Earl Godwin 
Rosie Gonzalez & David Rogers
Goodman Realty Group
Gail & Jim Goodwin
Donna & John Goodwin
Eileen Grevey-Hillson & David Hillson
Lainie & Mac Grimmer
Claire✛ R. Grossman
Guy’s Painting Co., Inc.
Carey & John Gwynn
Valerie & Bud Hamilton
Fred Hampton
Hancock Family Foundation
William H. & Mattie Wattis Harris  
  Foundation
John✛ C. Herklotz
The DuBose & Dorothy Heyward  
  Memorial Fund
Sara Hiner
Hinkle Family Fun Center
Kristin & Barry Hogge
Michele Holloway & Sandy Henry
Judy & Sam Honegger
Anne & Rod Honstein
Julia Hosford Barnes & Will Barnes
Hotel Santa Fe, The Hacienda & Spa
Wade Hover
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Penelope Hunter-Stiebel & Gerald Stiebel
Rosalyn Hurley
Ani Hurwitz
Nancy & Paul Anthony Jacobs
Jim Jennings
Medora & Jim Jennings
Cindy & Ken Johns
Connie & Terry Johnson

Joseph L. Fisher Foundation, Inc.
Jan & William B. Keleher
Marianne & Michael Kelly
Debbie & Patrick Kinsella
Klinger Constructors, LLC
Jean✛ & Ed✛ Knapp
Judi & James Knapp
Sarah Kotchian & Robert Nellums
Carol & Robert Krinsky
La Fonda on the Plaza
Alice Ladas
Barbara & Jerry Landgraf
LANL Foundation
Stefan Lark
Barbara G. Lenssen & Keith Anderson
Margot & Robert E. Linton
Tom Linton
Gloria & Carl Luff
Edward  & Virginia✛ Lujan
Diana MacArthur
Ali MacGraw
Sally Malave & Gary Giblin
Market Street
Jeanne & Rod Martenis
Robin & Meade Martin
Carolyn Martinez
Jeanette F. & Edward Martinez
Gwyn & Wilson Mason
Kathleen & John McCarthy
McCune Charitable Foundation
Ingmarie & Tim McElvain
Sara McIntyre
Lynn McKelvey & Glenn Dickter
Millie W. McMahon
Karin & Brian McMahon
Susan Meredith
Roxanna Meyers & Stanley Mount
Ellen & Roger Miller
Judy & Howard Mock
Leigh Moiola & Charles Dale
Beth✛ & Steve Moise
Montgomery & Andrews Law Firm
Cindy & David Montoya
Barbara & Chuck Moore
Marjorie & David Morehead
Patricia S. Morris
Moss Adams, LLP
Carol & Fran✛ Mullin
Lynn Mullins
Ocean Munds-Dry & Randy Dry
Julie & Phil Murray
Arlyn & Fred Nathan
Leslie Nathanson Juris & Hervey A. Juris
National Endowment for the Arts
New Mexico Arts
New Mexico Dancewear
New Mexico Department of Health
Nan Newton & Dave Grusin
NM Bank & Trust
Agnes Noonan
Deb & Tom Novak

Anita Ogard & George Strickland
Kay & Robert✛ Onstead
Catherine Oppenheimer
Dolores✛ & Ambassador Frank✛ Ortiz
Ana & Doug Ottersberg
Elise Parker Konigsberg &  
  Samuel Konigsberg
Jan Paulk
Peacock, Myers P.C.
Nancy & Ed Pierce
PNM Resources Foundation
Anne✛ & Joe✛ Ponce
Deborah & Earl Potter
Wendy & George Powell
Christina Price & Connor Browne
Carol Prins & John Hart
Roberta & Dr. Barry Ramo
Crennan Ray
Katherine Reed
Roxana & Ogden Reid
Kathleen & Robert Reidy
Sandra P. & AF LT/Col(R) Clifford  
  E. Richardson, III
Reggie Richdale
Barbara Riley
Shelley Roberts & Dewey Moore
Mara✛ & Charles✛ Robinson
Blanchette Hooker Rockefeller Fund
Tricia Rosenberg
Jane Rote
Frauke & Keith✛ Roth
Juliana & Henry Rothschild
Caroline Russell & Jeff Thomas
Donna & Jack✛ Rust
Ann✛ Rutledge
Marshall & Suzannah Sale
Cynthia Sanchez & Kerry Lee
Sandia Foundation’s Hugh & Helen 
Woodward Fund of the Albuquerque    
  Community Foundation 
Sandia National Laboratories
Santa Fe Community Foundation
The Santa Fe Law Group
Anna & Joe Santangelo
Pamela Saunders-Albin
Lyn Schmidt
Nita & Doug✛ Schwartz
James R. Seitz Jr.
Shattuck St. Mary’s
Don Shina & Kevin Waidmann
Dianne & Ed Shinholser
Claudia & Ron Short
Marian✛ Silver
Eve & Fred✛ Simon
Helene Singer-Merrin
Robin Smith
Joyce & Ray Smith
Patty✛ & Bill Snead
Georgia✛ & Jim Snead
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Barbara✛ Somerfield & John Guffey
Sotheby’s International Realty
Vada✛ & Ted✛ Stanley
Marilyn & Stan Stark
Robert Stern
Suzanne Stone
Dan Storper
Louise✛ Taichert
Carrie & Brian Terrell
Eugene V. & Clare E. Thaw Charitable Trust
Sherry Thompson & David Miller
Leslie & Charles W.N. Thompson Jr. 
Garrett Thornburg
Thornburg Investment Management
Melanie & Ed Thorne
Meredith & Edward✛ Tinsley
John L. Tishman✛

Lynn & Craig Trojahn
United Way of North Central New Mexico
Katherine & Owen Van Essen
Arlene & Richard✛ Vender
Margaret B. VeneKlasen
Angelina Vera & Raphael Shapiro
Video Magic
Doris Goodwin Walbridge Foundation
Walter Burke Catering, Inc.
Tooker Walton
Mary Wells & John McCabe
Eileen Wells
Wells Fargo Bank of New Mexico
Helen Wertheim
Amy & Jim Weyhrauch
White & Luff Financial
Dora Williams
Jan & Alan Wilson
Maria & William Wolfe
Karen Wolfe-Mattison
Woods Design Builders, Inc.
Sharon & Sheldon Wright
Richard M. Yates
Judy Zanotti & David Davis
Mary Zemon
Ellen Zieselman

“The NDI teachers made it so fun! I learned 
that you should exercise, be healthy, eat 
vegetables,and it makes you strong.” 
- NDI New Mexico Student

✛ Deceased
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Aleem Hasham, Co-Chair
Kiddie Academy

Jessica Sanchez, Co-Chair
Western Sky Community Care 

Hilma Chynoweth
Garcia Automotive Group 

Kelly Famiglietta
Charles Stephen
 
Joe Farr
Duke City Commercial LLC

David Foster
DHF Solutions, Inc.
 
Katie Gardner
M’tucci’s Restaurants

Erin Gomez
Rio Grande Credit Union

Leean Kravitz
Fidelity Investments
 
Gerald Landgraf
Nob Hill Development Corporation
 
Bill Lang
Albuquerque Journal & Starline Printing
 
James Ortiz
REDW

Benjamin Thomas
Sutin, Thayer & Browne Lawyers
 
Dr. Steven Tolber
Advanced Allergy Associates of New Mexico 

THANK YOU  
CORPORATE COUNCIL
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SEE OUR DANCERS  
PERFORM AT THE CAPITOL 
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Generous support from local businesses and corporate foundations  
enhances our core programs, expands outreach,  

and sustains our commitment to organizational excellence.

1st Health, Inc.
2 Left Feet
Abba Technologies, Inc.
AIC General Contractor
Anchorum St. Vincent
Avalon Trust Company
Back at the Ranch
Bank of Albuquerque
Bank of America Charitable  
  Foundation, Inc.
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Barker Family Properties
Barker Realty, MaryEllen Collins Realtor
Burlington Northern Santa Fe  
  Foundation
Butt Thornton & Baehr PC
cafecito
Central New Mexico Electric
Century Bank
Charles Stephen
CHRISTUS St. Vincent Medical Center
City Different Investments
ConocoPhillips
Cowgirl BBQ
Dekker/Perich/Sabatini
Dion’s Pizza
Duke City Commercial LLC
Enterprise Bank & Trust
Eye Associates of New Mexico
Family Physicians of Albuquerque
Fidelity Investments
Francisco Gella Dance Works
Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold
FRENCH Funerals & Cremations
Frontier Frames
Garcia Automotive Group
General Mills
Get A Grip Resurfacing
Goodman Realty Group

Guadalupe Credit Union
Guy’s Painting Co., Inc.
Hillcrest Bank
Homewise
HUB International Insurance Services
Inn of the Governors
Inn on the Alameda
Kaune’s Neighborhood Market
Klinger Constructors, LLC
KSWV Radio Que Suave
La Fonda on the Plaza
Lerner and Rowe Injury Attorneys
Modrall Sperling Law Firm
Montgomery & Andrews Law Firm
Moss Adams, LLP
MTX Group, Inc.
NAI SunVista
New Mexico Mutual
Nusenda Credit Union
ORIGAMIINTHEGARDEN
Phase One Realty Inc.
PNM
Presbyterian Healthcare Services
REDW
Rio Grande Credit Union
Rustica Fresh Italian Kitchen
Sandia Preparatory School
Santa Fe Advisors
Santa Fe Animal Shelter & Humane  
   Society
Santa Fe Girls’ School
Santa Fe Prep
Santa Fe Properties - Susan Kelly and  
   Christy Stanley
Santa Fe School for the Arts and Sciences
Seamless Skin M.D.
Second Street Brewery
Sotheby’s International Realty &  
   Shane Cronenweth

Stevens, Thompson & Sweers Group
Sutin, Thayer & Browne Lawyers
The Ark Bookstore
The Golden Eye
The Santa Fe Law Group
Thompson Machine The Tool and  
   Die Group, Inc.
Thornburg Investment Management
Tomasita’s
Tune Up Cafe
U.S. Bank
U.S. Bank Foundation
United Way of North Central  
   New Mexico - Foundation
WaFd Bank
WearAbouts
Western Intergovernmental Child  
  Support Engagement Council
Western Sky Community Care
White & Luff Financial
Zia Trust, Inc.

THANK YOU  
CORPORATE PARTNERS
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Rick & Kathy✛ Abeles 
   by Kahn-Abeles Foundation
 
Russell Baker 
   by Kathryn Blok
   by Maria & Edward Gale
   by Leslie Nathanson Juris & Hervey Juris
   by Jennifer & Brad Owen
 
Holly Barnet-Sanchez & David Foster  
   by Nancy & Cliff Blaugrund
   by Debra & Howard Friedman
   by Paula Sass-Donnelly 

Jean & John Berndt 
   by Tina & Georges Feghali 
 
Jamai Blivin
   by Jodi & Bob Morris
  
Paul Cassidy 
   by Claudia & Ron Short
 
Dianne Chalmers-Wiley
   by Karen & Greg Chalmers
 
Carol Cochran 
   by Lorna & Bruce Wiggins 

Shane Cronenweth  
   by Lynn Derry & George Chelius 
 
Michael D’Alfonso 
   by Jane Tanner

Bert Dalton  
   by Aline Harris-Ellis & Terry Ellis 
 
Cynthia Delgado  
   by Angelica & Joe Schepps

Lynn Derry & George Chelius  
   by Shane Cronenweth

Valerie T. Diker 
   by Richard, Ann, John & James Solomon 
 
Linda DiPaolo Love  
   by Sheila Schlesinger

Diane Doniger  
   by Ardith Eicher & Dave Rashin 
   by Karen Freeman
   by Donna✛ Lefeve
   by Leslie Nathanson Juris & Hervey Juris
   by Janet & Norman Sussman

Avalon & Sasza Dzurec  
   by Elizabeth Meyer

Emily Garcia  
   by Dan & Deb Haughey 
 
Jim Goodwin  
   by Anonymous 
 
Medora Jennings  
   by Jim Jennings

Pamela Ladas  
   by Alice Ladas 
 
Maya Lillian Lopez  
   by Susan & Larry Tackman 
 
Sofía Marchiondo  
   by Judy & Peter Weinreb 
 
Schel C. Mason  
   by Gwyn & Wilson Mason 
 
Shannon McCarthy Logan  
   by Kathleen & John McCarthy 
 
Dee Ann McIntyre  
   by Maureen & Robert Shearer 

Jocelyn Montoya  
   by Jesse Martinez

Vanessa Montoya  
   by Beverly Vigil 

Barbara Moore  
   by Mr. Joseph Bryan 

Kate & Bob Moss 
   by Mel & Thomas Gordon 
 
Kate Moss  
   by Carol Burt & Ray Hilliard 
   by Merrilee Caldwell & Marcus Randolph
   by Ambassador David & Connie  
     Girard-diCarlo 
 

IN HONOR OF

Leslie Nathanson Juris  
   by Pam & Dan Davis 
   by Nancy & Chris Deyo
   by Stephen Gaber

Leslie Nathanson Juris & Hervey Juris 
   by Jane Angel & Dr. Michael Freund

“Moving Stories” & ABQ Staff! 
   by Jesse Martinez 
 
NDI New Mexico Alumni  
   by Jesse Martinez 
 
“Second Home” & the SF Staff!  
   by Jesse Martinez 
 
Catherine Oppenheimer  
   by Kimberley & Scott Sheffield

Laurie Overton & Tom Linton  
   by Janice Ballew & Bill Synnamon

Ada Ovitt 
   by Christiane & Carlton Cuse 
 
Michael Reid  
   by Lorin & David Abbey

Molly Richards 
   by Bob Bacon

Zoe Sheng Mueller 
   by Linda Prager & David Mueller

Danny Silver 
   by Davia Nelson

Linda Vanzi  
   by The Honorable Karen B. Molzen 
 
David Vogel  
   by Richard Goldberg 
 
Karen Williams  
   by Myra & John Ottewell 
 
Marianne Wright  
   by Meredith Parks

Gifts made in honor of 
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Leslie Nathanson Juris  
   by Pam & Dan Davis 
   by Nancy & Chris Deyo
   by Stephen Gaber

Leslie Nathanson Juris & Hervey Juris 
   by Jane Angel & Dr. Michael Freund

“Moving Stories” & ABQ Staff! 
   by Jesse Martinez 
 
NDI New Mexico Alumni  
   by Jesse Martinez 
 
“Second Home” & the SF Staff!  
   by Jesse Martinez 
 
Catherine Oppenheimer  
   by Kimberley & Scott Sheffield

Laurie Overton & Tom Linton  
   by Janice Ballew & Bill Synnamon

Ada Ovitt 
   by Christiane & Carlton Cuse 
 
Michael Reid  
   by Lorin & David Abbey

Molly Richards 
   by Bob Bacon

Zoe Sheng Mueller 
   by Linda Prager & David Mueller

Danny Silver 
   by Davia Nelson

Linda Vanzi  
   by The Honorable Karen B. Molzen 
 
David Vogel  
   by Richard Goldberg 
 
Karen Williams  
   by Myra & John Ottewell 
 
Marianne Wright  
   by Meredith Parks

IN MEMORY OF

Helen Benson    
   by Anonymous
  
Jacques d’Amboise
   by Catherine Oppenheimer
 
Jane Louise Gillespie  
   by Johnnie Gillespie
 
Kelly Glascow  
   by Patty & Bill McGillicuddy
 
Kathleen Goodwin  
   by Elisa & Steven Kephart
 
Saul Gordon  
   by Marcia Gordon
 
Barbara Gudwin  
   by Leslie Nathanson Juris & Hervey Juris
 
Peter Guzy  
   by Diane Sena
 
Jane Hampton  
   by Lisa Franzen
 
Michael Herndon  
   by Russell Baker & Mark Corey
 
Marcelino Juarez  
   by Anonymous  
   by Jesse Martinez
   by Matthew Romero
 
Justin Kenner  
   by Laura Delambre
 
Monica Anne Lynch-Anaya  
   by Anonymous
 
Beth Moise  
   by Louise Campbell-Tolber &  
     Dr. Steven Tolber 
   by Katie & Grant Moise

Nathaniel Pavitt  
   by Mystery Lady of Santa Fe 

Roberta “Bobbie” Roessell  
   by Karen J. Armitage & John Curl
   by Nancy Hollander
   by Judy & Ed Judkins
   by Gale Reese

Mario Valentin Romero  
   by Maria Rivera-Ramirez 
 
John Silver 
  by Nancy King
 
Marian Silver  
   by Nancy King
   by Margaret Silver Jones

Bobbie Smith  
   by Robin Smith

Yong Ja Suh  
   by Doe Kim

Simon Teolis 
   by Mindy Teolis

Celina J. Timm 
   by Dolores Espinosa de Ortega

Arden Grace Vender 
   by Arlene Vender

Richard S. Vender 
   by Arlene Vender

Gifts made in memory of 
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Listed are contributors through March 15, 2023. 
Every effort has been made to present a complete 
and accurate list. We apologize for any errors or 
omissions and invite corrections. 

THANK YOU  
GALA SUPPORTERS

IMPRESARIO
Thornburg Investment Management

PRODUCER
Valerie T. & Charles Diker 
Diane & Peter Doniger
Eileen Wells

VIRTUOSO 
Diane Chalmers Wiley & William Wiley

 
DIRECTOR
City of Albuquerque:
   City Councilor Brook Bassan
   City Councilor Pat Davis
   City Councilor Renee Grout
   City Councilor Trudy Jones 
   City Councilor Klarissa Peña 
Anchorum St. Vincent
Avalon Trust
Enterprise Bank & Trust
Garcia Automotive Group
Innovate+Educate
ORIGAMIINTHEGARDEN
Presbyterian Healthcare Services

CHOREOGRAPHER 
Bernalillo County:
   Commissioner Barbara Baca
   Commissioner Adriann Barboa
   Commissioner Walt Benson
   Commissioner Eric C. Olivas
   Commissioner Steven Michael Quezada
Century Bank
CHRISTUS St. Vincent Medical Center
Inn of the Governors 
Carmen Paradis & Brian McGrath 
REDW 

CONDUCTOR 
FRENCH Funerals & Cremations
HUB International Insurance Services
Klinger Constructors, LLC 
Phase One Realty, Inc. 

DESIGNER
Century Bank
Diane & Peter Doniger 
Carol Prins & John Hart
Tomasita’s 
WearAbouts
Zia Trust, Inc.

ENTERTAINER 
Abba Technologies, Inc.
Julie B. Bowdich & John A. Carey 
Butt Thornton & Baehr PC 
Charles Stephen
Dion’s Pizza 
Donna & John Goodwin  
Guadalupe Credit Union
Homewise
La Fonda on the Plaza
New Mexico Mutual
PNM

TABLE HOSTS
AIC General Contractor
Rebecca & Adelmo (Del) Archuleta
Holly Barnet-Sanchez & David Foster
Jean & John Berndt
CBRE
Leslie Carpenter & Charles Rimmer
Connie & Paul Cassidy
Linda DiPaolo Love & Stephen Love
Diane & Peter Doniger
Duke City Commercial LLC
Fidelity Investments
Diane Fisher
Deborah Fritz
Get A Grip Resurfacing
Goodman Realty Group
Mary & Allen Gulledge
Jaymini & Aleem Hasham
Brenda Howard & Linda Cohen
Peggy & Tom Hubbard
Marietta Leis & David Vogel
Mayo Miller King & Harold King
Modrall Sperling Law Firm
Montgomery & Andrews Law Firm
Kate & Robert Moss
M’tucci’s Restaurants
Ocean Munds-Dry & Randy Dry
Laurie Overton & Tom Linton
Michael E. Reid & William E. Robnett
Rio Grande Credit Union
Sandy & Bruce Seligman
Sotheby’s International Realty & Shane  
   Cronenweth
Jessica & Jonathan St. Cyr
Linda Vanzi
Western Sky Community Care

SPECIAL SUPPORT
Charles Stephen
Hillcrest Bank
Sandia Peak Aerial Tramway
Sutin, Thayer & Browne Lawyers
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THANK YOU  
GALA SUPPORTERS

 IN-KIND
Auberge Resorts
Jennifer & Kevin Box
El Rey Inn
GF Contemporary
Sheila Gonzales
Los Poblanos Historic Inn & Organic Farm
Stana & Daniel McKitrick
New Mexico Dancewear
Ohori’s Coffee Roasters
Paseo Pottery
Sherry Patten
Jen Reinhart
Santa Fe Audio Visual
Santa Fe Spirits
Sarena Mann Studios
Robin Seppanen
Tumbleroot Brewery & Distillery
Walter Burke Catering, Inc.
Susan Wider 
 

ALBUQUERQUE 
DEVELOPMENT  
COMMITTEE
Sandy Seligman, Chair
Nancy Blaugrund  
Louise Campbell-Tolber 
Ken DeBettignies  
Kelcy Flanagan  
Heather Roach 

ALBUQUERQUE GALA  
COMMITTEE
Laura Brunik, Chair
Tooey Boyden
Elisa Cárdenas
Connie Cassidy
Krys Custer
Trish Farr
Amanda Marquez

SANTA FE 
DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE
Peggy Hubbard, Chair
Jamai Blivin 
Valerie T. Diker 
Linda DiPaolo Love 
Diane Doniger 
Maria Gale 
Ted Kreifels 
Mayo Miller King 
Michael Reid

SANTA FE GALA 
COMMITTEE
Linda DiPaolo Love, Co-Chair
Mayo Miller King, Co-Chair
Shaw Bowman 
Leslie Carpenter  
Shane Cronenweth 
Valerie T. Diker
Diane Doniger
Deborah Fritz
Maria Gale
Brenda Howard
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Thank You

Catherine Oppenheimer for your on-going support, 
wisdom, and the copy of Mr. B by Jennifer Homans for 
the Merrill Brockway Library. 

Nancy Blaugrund, Louise Campbell-Tolber, Ken 
DeBettignies, and Heather Roach for serving on the 
ALBUQUERQUE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE. 

Michael Reid and Ted Kreifels for serving on the SANTA 
FE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE. 

Chauna King for serving on the FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
John Burnham, Susan Dubin, Lon Erickson, and Julia Sze 
for your expertise on the INVESTMENT COMMITTEE.  

Peter Frank for serving on the AUDIT COMMITTEE. 

Elena Tercero, and Helen Wertheim for your insights on 
the STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

Tumbleroot Brewery & Distillery and Paseo Pottery for 
donating gifts for Gala VIP parties, and to Deborah Fritz 
and GF Contemporary for donating venues for the Santa 
Fe Gala VIP party. 
 
Our sincere thanks to Victoria Bruneni and What THE 
Truck catering for providing delicious food and drinks for 
focus group meetings for parents and alumni.  

For hosting our Fall Founders’ Circle events, Chatter in 
Albuquerque and the Governor’s Mansion in Santa Fe.  

Performance Santa Fe and Daniel Ulbricht for the 
wonderful Celebration Team performance opportunity 
at The Lensic with the Stars of American Ballet; and 
thank you to Daniel for teaching an inspiring master 
class to our up-and-coming male students. Thank you 
to Billy Smith from Mark Morris Dance Group for a great 
contemporary dance masterclass.  And to Madeleine 
Wright from Santa Fe Soul Festival for student tickets to 
Aspen Santa Fe Ballet dance productions.   

Robert Moses KIN and guest artists Cora Cliburn, Trey 
Pickett, Madrone Matysiak, Veronica Estrada & Kira 
Petersen for their residency and performances in The 
Hiland’s Winter Dances.   

Guest Choreographer Ron De Jesus for his work with 
Hiland Company Dancers.  

French Funerals & Cremations for treating our staff to 
tickets to the NM Runners and Western Sky Community 
Care for treating our staff to tickets to NM United.  

Ehren Kee Natay for your inspiring musical composition; 
Michelle and Kaycee Tsosie for the Butterfly Dance; and 
Carolyn Salazar and the dancers of Baile Espanol for your 
contributions to Route 66: Legends of the Road. And to 
special dancing guests Brittany Snyder and Miguel Rivas 
of the Santa Fe Fire Department and Erica Montoya,  
Juan De la Rosa, and Steven Lopez of the Santa Fe Police 
Department.  
Charles Lowery, Zenobia, Sid Fendley, and Tracey 
Whitney for the fabulous presentation of The History of 
Jazz Giants for the Hiland Theater students, parents and 
staff; and to the American Federation of Musicians for 
helping sponsor it.   
 
And to Bernalillo County and Albuquerque Fire 
Departments for dancing in Got Jazz! 

Sabra Romero, SFPS Volunteer and IPRA Coordinator 
Equity, Diversity and Engagement Department; 
Bernadette Munoz from SFPS Transportation; and 
Barbara V. Lopez from Santa Fe Parks and Rec.   

Senator Leo Jaramillo for performing In our North 
production of Route 66: Legends of the Road.  

Jennifer Box for mentoring NDI New Mexico Staff to be 
the best teachers and musicians we can be. 

Patrick Barry for legal advice and assistance.  

Principal Chris Lopez and Gonzales Elementary School 
for use of their gym for SWAT/Celebration Rehearsals.

David Reed from Salesforce for giving us endless 
support and advice when we need it.  

All of our Public Elementary Classroom Teachers, 
In-school Coordinators, and Administrations for their 
commitment and helping our virtual programs run 
smoothly throughout the year.

Our parent and community volunteers who help us with 
performances, programs, special events and more - we 
couldn’t do it without you!  

THANK YOU  
SPECIAL FRIENDS
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“My favorite part about NDI 
was when I got to experience 
dance more.”
NDI New Mexico student

67

Winter Dances performance showcased NDI New Mexico’s 
most advanced dancers at The Hiland Theater this year,
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We are thankful for our government, foundation, and corporate supporters.

HOBBS MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS

Anonymous Foundation

Irene Ritter Foundation

THANK YOU  
SUPPORTERS

Fred and Eve Simon 
Charitable Trust

Nancy Ann Mellen Foundation

Kahn-Abeles  
Foundation
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“Like many other kids I feel energized at an 
NDI show, and I like to say thank you to the 
people who support NDI” 
- NDI New Mexico Student

69

Pale Blue Dot performance showcased NDI New Mexico’s 
most advanced dancers at The Dance Barns this year.
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EXECUTIVE STAFF  
Russell Baker, Executive Director
Liz Salganek, Artistic Director 
Mary Gulledge, Director of Advancement 
Mariya Flores, Director of Finance & Administration
Jody DeCoursin-Good, Director of Human Resources 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Elizabeth Archuleta, IT/Salesforce Administrator
Elizabeth Childress, Human Resources Support
Vanessa Montoya, Accountant 
Gemtria St Clair, IT/Special Projects Manager
Juliana Werner, Executive Assistant 

ADVANCEMENT
Chris Castro, Marketing Strategist
Cynthia Delgado, Government &  
   Corporate Relations Director
Jennifer Ferraro, Senior Grant Writer
Myers Godwin, Albuquerque Director of Development
Kristin Macdonald, Marketing Support 
Jennifer Venegas, Grants Manager
Feliciana Warren, Development Associate
Laurie Wisdom, Marketing Communications Manager

ARTISTIC AND PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
Jackie Burns, Director of Outreach Programs 
Emily Garcia, Associate Director of Outreach Programs
Jessie Dubois, Albuquerque  Outreach Artistic Director
Layla Amis, Hiland Artistic Director  
Rodney Rivera, Dance Barns Artistic Director 
Tom Porras, Advanced Training Director
Christiana Barnett-Murphy, North Assistant Artistic Director
Lauren O Brien, Residency Assistant Artistic Director
Kirk LeBlanc, Santa Fe Technical Director
David Rogulich, Albuquerque Technical Director
Cody Kelien, Assistant Technical Director 
Michael Maricle, Outreach Music Director 
Jessie Wenchieh Lo, Dance Barns Music Director
Todd Lowry, Albuquerque Music Director
Matthew Jaeger, Residency Music Director 
Annica Graham, Manager of Arts Administration 
 
ARTISTIC AND PROGRAM STAFF 
Francois Achen, Hiland Instructor
Karitina Anderson-Lorenzo, Dance Barns Instructor 
Jennifer Aragon, Albuquerque Outreach Program Producer
Kyla Aragon, Albuquerque Apprentice 
Dawn Bacon, Santa Fe Costumer
Wendy Barker, Hiland Program Manager
Louise Berky, Santa Fe Outreach Program Producer

NDI NEW MEXICO STAFF
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Feli Blea, Hiland Instructor 
Jennifer Box, Santa Fe Instructor 
Melissa Briggs-Bransford, Dance Barns Instructor 
Lori Brody, Dance Barns Instructor 
Gabriel Carrion Gonzales, Residency Instructor 
Kiri Chapman, Santa Fe Artistic Associate  
Simone Di Pietro Reche, Hiland Instructor 
Veronica Estrada, Hiland Administrative Assistant 
Susana Garcia, Albuquerque Costume Assistant 
Janet Gilchrist, Dance Barns Administrative Assistant
Maureen Gorman, Residency Artistic Associate
Ariana Hatcher, Dance Barns Program Producer
Anne Kerze, Residency Program Producer
Pamela Ladas, Santa Fe Artistic Associate
Zoe Lesser, Dance Barns Instructor 
Savanna Leyba, Dance Barns Instructor
Allegra Lillard, Dance Barns Instructor 
Tracey Meisenheimer, Albuquerque Costumer 
Deja Mendez, Santa Fe Costume Assistant 
Daisha Montano-Baca, Hiland Instructor
Jocelyn Montoya, Hiland Instructor
Shane Montoya, Albuquerque Artistic & Media Associate 
Kai Morgan, Hiland Instructor
Corey Nagel, Hiland Instructor
Chelsea Neiss, Hiland Instructor
Lily Peck, Santa Fe Artistic Associate
Lina Ramos, Hiland Instructor
Tracy Ritter-Golson, Albuquerque Outreach Instructor 
Allie Sanchez, Senior Outreach Artistic Associate 
Antionette Segura, Albuquerque Outreach Instructor 
Cyann Sena, Albuquerque Apprentice

Emma Singleton, Dance Barns Instructor 

Jenny Sosa-Martinez, Dance Barns Instructor 
Bianca Starr, Hiland Instructor
Tish Ulibarri, Hiland Administrative Assistant
Kimberly White, Hiland Instructor  
Rachel Zervakos, Dance Barns Instructor 

MUSICIANS 
Morse Bicknell
Sid Fendley
Steve Figueroa
David Kotler
Maki Kimura
Jesus Lazcano
Holly Mead 
Sage Sarason
Brian Shonerd 
Elliot Smith 
Milton Villarrubia 

FACILITIES
Robert Benavidez, Dance Barns Facilities Manager
Cheryl Henderson, Hiland Custodian
Kristyn Leyba, Dance Barns Custodian 
Richard Lechuga, Hiland Facilities Manager



NDI NEW MEXICO 
2023 TEACHER TRAINING WORKSHOPS

 
APPLY ONLINE TODAY!  

     Learn more: liz@ndi-nm.org or 505.557.6046
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YOUNG CHILDREN’S DANCE 
TEACHER TRAINING 

IN SANTA FE |  MAY 22-26, 2023
IN ALBUQUERQUE | JULY 17-21, 2023 

ndi-nm.org/danceforjoy               
 

NDI New Mexico is proud to collaborate with Allegra Lillard  
to present her Dance For Joy curriculum and teacher training. 

 The workshop includes classes for Creative Movement for 3-4 year olds,  
and Pre-Ballet for 5-6 year olds, and is built upon years of practice and research  

on how the arts can create a joyful journey for young children  
to reach key development milestones, supporting their physical,  

emotional, social, and cognitive development.

 

Plus
 

TEACHING EXCELLENCE®  
TEACHER TRAINING 

 
IN ALBUQUERQUE | AUGUST 28 – SEPTEMBER 8, 2023 

ndi-nm.org/teachingexcellence  
 

A two-week immersive workshop in the methodology  
used with NDI New Mexico’s public in-school programs! Participants will  

embody a vast range of new teaching skills that will serve them in any field of  
dance education, receive the Teaching Excellence® Manual, as well as  

original music to support you as you implement your new skills.

Join Us!

APPLY NOW!

APPLY NOW!
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BANKING BUILT
COMMUNITY.

At Century Bank, we believe in community fi rst. 
For over 135 years, this belief has been the 
foundation on which we’re built.

Our communities inspire us to remain connected 
as we offer support with the best in local banking.

MyCenturyBank.com | 505.995.1200

FOR OUR
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PNM is proud to empower  
our community partners  

like NDI New Mexico.

PNM.com/community
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Thousands of Five Star Reviews 

PERSONAL INJURY    |    WRONGFUL DEATH    |    SERIOUS INJURIES  |    DANGEROUS PRODUCTS

LernerAndRowe.com/albuquerque

One Call, That’s All!®

MORE THAN A LAW FIRM

24/7 Free Consultations
Top quality and professional service available anytime, 

every day of the year, to discuss your case.

No Fees Until You Win
You don’t pay us anything until a recovery 

is made on your behalf.

Multistate settlement total. 2711 Carlisle Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM  87110. Carlos Obrey-Espinoza is a licensed attorney in the state of 
New Mexico and is the responsible attorney for the New Mexico law offices of Lerner and Rowe Injury Attorneys. Some work may be performed by, 

or referred to, other attorneys. Glen Lerner is only licensed in Nevada. Settlements vary and will depend on the circumstances of your case.

505-544-4444

IN A WRECK? 
NEED A CHECK?

$$ Billions Recovered
We are people-focused and know how to make insurance 

companies pay. Over one billion recovered in the past 5 years alone.
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At Century Bank, we believe in community fi rst. For over 

135 years, this belief has been the foundation on which 

we’re built.

Our communities inspire us to remain connected as we 

offer support with the best in local banking.

MyCenturyBank.com | 505.995.1200

BANKING BUILT FOR
OUR COMMUNITY.

922 Shoofly St. Santa fe, NM

C O F F E E  H O U S E  &  R E S T A U R A N T  

    cafecito.santafe | (505) 310-0089 | cafecitosantafe.com

C o f f e e  |  M a t e  |  T e a  |  E m p a n a d a s
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Dancers Don’t Need  
Wings to Fly 

Proud supporter of NDI NM  
since 2002 

 
505.822.9990 

www.klingerllc.com 
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43% of students receive 
financial aid

Apply Now
For 6th Grade

Santa Fe
Girls’School

www.santafegirlsschool.org
FAMILY PHYSICIANS OF ALBUQUERQUE, P.C.

DEDICATED TO COMPLETE FAMILY HEALTH CARE

Donald E. Pichler, M.D., F.A.A.F.P.
3825 Eubank NE, Ste F

505-292-4080

NDI New Mexico! It’s just what the doctor ordered!
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DEL CHARRO is honored to serve Santa Fe 
and support NDI New Mexico

Good grief 
comes with 
instructions.
Preplan.
Plan your funeral ahead of 
time and take the burden 
off your loved ones.

frenchfunerals.com
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Tues. - Fri., 3 pm-10 pm 
Sat. 12 pm-10 pm, Sun. 12 pm-6 pm
HAPPY HOUR 3 pm-6 pm
$12 Select Cocktails, $8 Mocktails 
10% off Merch and Bottles
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Encouraging active lifestyles is  

an important part of improving the  

health and wellness of New Mexicans.  

Presbyterian Healthcare Services 

proudly supports  NDI New Mexico 

in its efforts to keep our kids moving 

toward a healthy future. 

Congratulations on 
29 years of helping 
kids move in the  
right direction

phs.org/foundation 
facebook.com/PresHealthFoundation

www.phs.org
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Tomasita’s Santa Fe 
500 South Guadalupe Street 

(505) 983-5721   

 Tomasita’s Albuquerque
4949 Pan American Freeway NE 

(505) 344-1204 tomasitas.com

Tomasita’s has served real New Mexican food for over 40 years. 

When Tomasita created our recipes, she made sure she used fresh, 

local ingredients— a tradition our restaurants in Albuquerque  

and Santa Fe follow to this day. Stop by either of our two locations 

for real chile, real beef, real honey, real corn in a warm and 

friendly atmosphere.

Real Food. 
Real Recipes.  
Real Chile.

State of the art car storage facility coming on line early 2024. Two buildings, 10 condo units total. 
Each unit is 1,300 sq. ft. - 1,000 sq. ft. ground floor (25’ x 40’) with a 300 sq.ft. loft. 

The “Go To” place for all your car storage needs. 
 

  7508 Avenger Way  Santa Fe NM    www.collectorcarssantafe.com 
Tom Linton 505.660.3039

STORING CAR ENTHUSIASTS’ PRIZED POSSESSION  
FOR OVER 25 YEARS

NDI 2023.FINAL.qxp_Layout 1  3/13/23  9:08 AM  Page 1
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505.577.2000  |  505.988.8088    

231 WASHINGTON AVENUE, SANTA FE, NM

SOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

Shane Cronenweth and
Sotheby’s International Realty

PROUDLY SUPPORT 

ndi
New Mexico

Zia Trust, Inc.
“The Advisors’ Trust Company®”

505.881.3338 www.ziatrust.com
6301 Indian School Road, Suite 800, Albuquerque, NM 87110

Proud Supporter of NDI New Mexico

 » Experienced trust officers.  
Providing Peace of Mind

 » Zia can serve as an independent corporate trustee,         
personal representative, or financial power of attorney.

 » Personal and attentive client engagement. 
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Patio & Stage
2791 Agua Fria Street

Visit Our Three Locations in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Production Space
32 Bisbee Court Unit 3-4

Pottery Pub
135 W Palace Ave

From Scratch Spirits 
Hand Crafted in 
Santa Fe Available 
Throughout New Mexico.

Tumbleroot Margarita
2 oz Plata Agave Spirit
1 oz Fresh Lime 
0.5 oz Simple Syrup

Celebrating 
Our 32 nd Year!

Miguel Castillo, Owner
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Allow us to choreograph your real estate needs. We offer 
a wealth of market and sales information so your buying 

decisions come from knowledge as well as those goosebumps.

Get Your Kicks…
we’ll take care of the rest.

530 S. GUADALUPE STREET, SANTA FE, NM 87501  /  505 982 9836  /  SANTAFEREALESTATE.COM

lic # 52064 lic # 54536

505 660 7591
maryellen@santaferealestate.com

505 455 8725
rherrera@santaferealestate.com

MaryEllen Collins
associate broker

Robert Herrera
associate broker

BUSINESS LISTINGS
1st Health Inc. 
2800 San Mateo Blvd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120
(505) 414-2772
1sthealthinc.com

Second Street Brewery
2920 Rufina St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87507
(505) 954-1068
secondstreetbrewery.com

Tune-Up Café
1115 Hickox St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87505
(505) 983-7060
tuneupsantafe.com
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Ron Roybal
(575) 973-0207

Central New Mexico Electric Ron Roybal
575.973.0207
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Working Together. 
Working For You.
CHRISTUS St. Vincent joined the Mayo Clinic Care Network 
in April 2019. Through the network, CHRISTUS St. Vincent 
expert providers have special access to Mayo Clinic’s 
knowledge, resources and team of specialists as well as the 
expertise of other members from around the world.

This clinical collaboration allows you and your loved ones to  
receive more of the expert care you need from your trusted  
CHRISTUS St. Vincent providers, close to home and family, 
at no additional cost.

CHRISTUS ST. VINCENT AND MAYO CLINIC

Fresh Italian Kitchen

505.780.5279 • RusticaSantaFe.com

2574 Camino Entrada, Santa Fe
Across from our sister restaurant: The Ranch House

Family Friendly

PROUDLY
OUR COM MUNITY 
Supporting

dions.com
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Learn more at redw.com

1953 - 2023

Supporting 
the missions 
of great NM 

organizations
for 70 years  

& counting.

Learn more at:  www.homewise.org

Transforming 
lives is an awesome 
responsibility

Our mission at Homewise is to help families 
and individuals at all income levels transform 
their lives through homeownership.

We provide quality housing opportunities 
for all income levels through our Homewise 
Homes® communities and neighborhood 
revitalization program, and help strengthen 
neighborhoods through our innovative 
community development initiatives.

We are proud to support NDI New Mexico 
and their mission to transform the lives of 
children through dance.



97



98

Devoted to NDI New Mexico, Our Children, and Their Future



99

We have been your party experts for over 30 years.  
cara.sales@AAeventsandtents

505-842-8368
photo: Alicia Luca
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Tomasita’s Santa Fe 
500 South Guadalupe Street 

(505) 983-5721   

 Tomasita’s Albuquerque
4949 Pan American Freeway NE 

(505) 344-1204 tomasitas.com

Tomasita’s has served real New Mexican food for over 40 years. 

When Tomasita created our recipes, she made sure she used fresh, 

local ingredients— a tradition our restaurants in Albuquerque  

and Santa Fe follow to this day. Stop by either of our two locations 

for real chile, real beef, real honey, real corn in a warm and 

friendly atmosphere.

Real Food. 
Real Recipes.  
Real Chile.
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As a proud supporter of NDI New Mexico, we value the overarching
commitment to connect youth with the power of exercise and creativity which
directly intersects with higher educational attainment creating a sense of
belonging which promotes positive mental health and well-being. 
 
This all-in approach has a direct, results-based impact for NDI New Mexico's
Advanced Training students who outperformed their peers by 6-17% in
standardized assessments in reading, writing, math, and science.
 

 
We applaud NDI New Mexico and are grateful

for your incredible work in our community.

Let's keep dancing for good!
 anchorum.org
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NDI New Mexico is committed to honoring 
people and cultures through dance

 
Thank you to the Native American communities  

for sharing the joy of your traditional dances.

Valerie T. and Charles Diker
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Photo: InSight Foto, Inc. 

Energy & 
Teamwork 
Equal 
Excellence
Thornburg is a global 
investment management 
firm delivering On strategy® 
for institutions, financial 
professionals and  
investors worldwide. 

We believe that sharing 
resources for the common 
good in our communities 
helps to drive positive 
change in the world.

Thornburg is  
proud to support  
NDI New Mexico.




